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OFFICER REPORT 

Meeting: General  9 March 2016 Date: 18 February 2016 

Item Number: L.1 File Number: D16/13833 
 

SUBJECT HEADING: Declaration of Road Train Routes 

Classification: Open Access    

Name of Applicant:   

Location:   

Author & Officerôs Title: Kym Downey, Manager - Strategic Project 
Planning & Asset Management 

 

Executive Summary:   
Under the Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL), road managers have particular 
responsibilities regarding decision-making for heavy vehicle access to their road 
network.  The HVNL recognizes the importance of local governments being 
accountable for the roads they manage and sustain.   
 
The designation of specific roads as road train routes may enable Council to 
efficiently fund and invest in infrastructure and road transport to support and grow 
local economies. 
 
 

Officerôs Recommendation:   
That Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer to undertake the processes 
required to: 
 

1. Allow movement of vehicles less than or equal to 19 metres in length 
on all urban streets. 
 

2. Limit the movement of heavy vehicles, greater than 19 metres but less 
than 36.5 metres in length, in urban areas to those routes identified on 
the maps attached to the agenda report. 

 
3. Allow movement of vehicles less than 53.5 metres in length associated 

with the transport of product from low intensity industry to travel on all 
Council controlled rural roads. 

 
4. Permit the movement of Type 2 Road Trains, length equal to 53.5 

metres on all roads west of Forestvale Road and Mitchell St George Rd 
subject to imposition of conditions required to mitigate risk to other 
users or infrastructure. 
 

 

Body of Report: 
Under the Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL), road managers have particular 
responsibilities regarding decision-making for heavy vehicle access to their road 

https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-policies/heavy-vehicle-national-law-and-regulations
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-policies/heavy-vehicle-national-law-and-regulations
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network.  The HVNL recognizes the importance of local governments being 
accountable for the roads they manage and sustain, as this empowerment enables 
local government to efficiently fund and invest in infrastructure and road transport to 
support and grow local economies. 
 
As a road manager, local government is recognised in legislation as being 
responsible for consenting to access to restricted access vehicles on their roads, and 
the conditions under which they will operate.  The HVNL requires local government to 
formally consent to operation on their roads before a permit can be issued.   
 
There are two mechanisms to manage access: 

¶ Notices which apply to categories of vehicles; and 

¶ Permits which apply to specific vehicles 
 
Pre-Approval 
To streamline processes, reduce administrative burden for local government and 
reduce turnaround times, the NHVR is working extensively with local government 
road managers to gain pre-approved consent for a range of routes. 
 
The pre-approval process targets routes expected to experience large numbers of 
vehicle movements such as roads in industrial areas and access routes connecting 
existing approved routes or State controlled roads and will assist in streamlining the 
movement of heavy vehicles within the region. 
 
As the road manager Maranoa Regional Council must balance the efficiency gain for 
the heavy vehicle industry with the safety of all road users, the ability to protect and 
efficiently manage access to important council infrastructure, such as roads and 
bridges, and to preserve and manage public amenity.  
 
There are three categories of conditions:  

¶ Travel: may include particular days or hours or specified travel direction; 

¶ Road: may include speed restrictions or road position (eg centerline of 
structure) 

¶ Vehicle: may include additional signage/lighting, etc  
 
Through the pre-approval process Council can set conditions to mitigate against 
identified risks.  These conditions may include limiting times of travel or speed.  
Limiting travel times or setting time periods for travel may assist in mitigating against 
possible conflict on identified school bus routes (particularly where the roadway width 
may limit passing opportunities).  Limiting the speed of heavy vehicles within specific 
sections of the road network may reduce the impact on infrastructure.    
 
As the turning movements of heavy vehicles may impact on intersecting roads the 
Department of Transport and Main Roads should be consulted prior to any roads that 
intersect with state controlled roads being designated as type 2 road train routes.   

Consultation (internal/external): 
Department of Transport and Main Roads Officers 
National Heavy Vehicle Regulator Officers 
Local Government Association of Queensland Officers 



Maranoa Regional Council 
  

General Meeting -  9 March 2016 

- 6 - 

Elected Members 
Director Infrastructure Services 
Manager Roads, Drainage and Parks 
Manager Enterprise Risk/Quality/Safety/Environment 
Council Officers ï Roads, Drainage and Parks Department 
Council Officers ï Town Planning Department 
3E representatives (Department of Transport and Main Roads, Queensland Police 
Service) 
Road Advisory Committee 

Risk Assessment (Legal, Financial, Political etc.): 
As a road authority, Council has a duty of care to all users of the road network 

Policy Implications: 
Nil 

Financial Resource Implications: 
Nil 
 

Link to Corporate Plan:  
Corporate Plan 2014-2019  
Strategic Priority 4: Road Network 
4.1 Road Network 
4.1.2 Policy framework and road network administration 

Supporting Documentation: 
1  Urban Road Train Route Maps (General Meeting of 9 

March 2016) 
D16/18812 

  

Report authorised by: 
Cameron Castles, Director - Infrastructure Services 
Julie Reitano, Chief Executive Officer 
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