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OFFICER REPORT 

Meeting: General  12 February 2020 Date: 6 February 2020 

Item Number: L.1 File Number: D20/9586 
 

SUBJECT HEADING: Roma Turf Club-Racing Qld funding application 

Classification: Open Access    

Officer’s Title: Regional Sport & Recreation Development 
Coordinator 

 

Executive Summary:   
Roma Turf Club has submitted an application to Racing Queensland under the 
Country Racing Program (CRP) Round 2 funding program, which closed on 31 
January 2020. 
The application was for an upgrade to the jockeys rooms underneath the Members 
Bar area at Bassett Park. An informal request has been made to Council to assist 
with design and building costs, subject to Racing Qld’s approval of the project. 
 
 
Officer’s Recommendation:   
That Council: 

 Acknowledge Roma Turf Club’s financial contribution to a funding application 
to Racing Qld Round 2 Country Racing Program for upgrade to the jockeys 
rooms at Bassett Park  

 Council consider an allocation of budget in the 2020/21 budget to support the 
jockey’s room’s project if the Roma Turf Club’s funding application for 
Country Racing Program funding is successful. 

 

Individuals or Organisations to which the report applies: 
Are there any individuals or organisations who stand to gain a benefit, or suffer a loss, (either 
directly or indirectly) depending on the outcome of consideration of this matter? 
(Note: This is to assist Councillors in identifying if they have a Material Personal Interest or Conflict of Interest in the agenda 
item - i.e. whether they should participate in the discussion and decision making). 

 
Nil 

Acronyms: 
Are there any industry abbreviations that will be used in the report? 
Note:  This is important as particular professions or industries often use shortened terminology where they refer to the matter on 
a regular basis.   However, for individuals not within the profession or industry it can significantly impact the readability of the 
report if these aren’t explained at the start of the report). 

 

Acronym Description 

Nil Nil 

Context: 
Why is the matter coming before Council? 
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Council awareness that Roma Turf Club are being instrumental in applying for 
funding to upgrade the area that is used by jockeys on race days at Bassett Park. 

Background: 
Has anything already happened in relation to this matter? 
(Succinct overview of the relevant facts, without interpretation) 

 
An upgrade to the jockeys rooms at Bassett Park has been highlighted in the Bassett 
Park Master Plan, been a topic of discussion at Bassett Park Advisory Group 
meetings and been reflected in annual Racing Qld audits with the Roma Turf Club. 

Legislation, Local Laws, State Policies & Other Regulatory Requirements: 
What does the legislation and other statutory instruments include about the matter under 
consideration?( Include an extract of the relevant section’s wording of the legislation – please do not just quote the section 

number as that is of no assistance to Councillors) 

 
The upgrade has been flagged in Roma Turf Club annual audits with Racing Qld 
officials. 

Council Policies or Asset Management Plans:  
Does Council have a policy, plan or approach ordinarily followed for this type of decision? 
What are relevant sections of the policy or plan? 
(Quote/insert the relevant section’s wording / description within the report) 

 
This project has been referenced in the Bassett Park Master Plan. 

Input into the Report & Recommendation:  
Have others’ views or input been sourced in developing the report and recommendation to 
Council? (i.e. other than the report author?) What did each say? (Please include consultation with the 

funding body, any dates of critical importance or updates or approvals required) 

 
Cr Peter Flynn-Maranoa Regional Councillor  
Robert Hayward- Deputy CEO / Director, Development, Facilities & Environmental 
Services 
Tanya Mansfield-Manager Facilities 
Susan Sands- Regional Grants & Council Events Development Coordinator,  
Brett Hawkey, Partnerships and Commercial Development Manager, Racing Qld 

Funding Bodies:  
Is the project externally funded (or proposed to be)? If so, are there any implications in relation 
to the funding agreement or grant application. (Please do not just include names) 

 
Yes by Racing Qld. Roma Turf Club has not implicated Maranoa Regional Council to 
any commitment. 

This Financial Year’s Budget: 
Will the matter under consideration impact how much Council collects in income or how much 
it will spend? How much ($)? Is this already included in the budget? (Include the account 
number and description). 
If the matter under consideration has not been included in the budget, where can the funds be 
transferred from? (Include the account number and description) What will not be done as a result? 

 
It is expected to take up to three months for successful applications to be announced, 
so the construction components are not expected to have an impact on this year’s 
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budget.  Council may consider to invest in further detailed design for the selected 
project, which would have to be allocated from the 2020/21 budget. 

Future Years’ Budgets:  
Will there need to be a change in future years’ budgets to cater for a change in income or 
increased expenditure as a result of Council’s decision? How much ($)? (e.g. estimate of additional 

maintenance or operating costs for a new or upgraded project) 

 
As yet undetermined however could be circa $3,000.00 to $5,000.00 for design and 
building approval costs. 

Impact on Other Individuals or Interested Parties:  
Is there anyone who is likely to be particularly interested in or impacted by the decision, or 
affected by the recommendation if adopted? What would be their key interests or concerns?  
(Interested Parties Analysis - IS9001:2015) 

 

Risks: 
What could go wrong if Council makes a decision on this matter? (What is the likelihood of it 
happening and the consequence if it does) (List each identified risk in a table) 

 

  Risk Description of likelihood & consequences 

Nil Nil 

Advice to Council: 
What do you think Council should do, based on your skills, qualifications and experience, your 
knowledge of this and related matters, and the facts contained in the report? 
(A summary of what the employee thinks Council needs to hear, not what they think individual Councillors want to hear – i.e. 
employees must provide sound and impartial advice – the employee’s professional opinion) 

 
Consider setting an allocated budgetary amount aside in the 2020/21 budget to 
assist the Roma Turf Club with associated costs for design and building fees. 

Recommendation:  
What is the ‘draft decision’ based on the advice to Council? 
Does the recommendation suggest a decision contrary to an existing Council policy? If so, for 
what reason?  
(Note: recommendations if adopted by Council become a legal decision of government and therefore must be clear and succinct 
about the action required by employees (unambiguous)). 
 

Does this recommendation suggest a decision contrary to an existing Council policy? 
If so, for what reason? 
 

That Council: 
 
• Acknowledge Roma Turf Club’s financial contribution to a funding application 
to Racing Qld Round 2 Country Racing Program for upgrade to the jockey’s rooms at 
Bassett Park  
• Council consider an allocation of budget in the 2020/21 budget to support the 
jockeys rooms project if the Roma Turf Club’s funding application for Country Racing 
Program funding is successful.  
 

Link to Corporate Plan: 
Corporate Plan 2018-2023  
Strategic Priority 4: Growing our region 
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4.12 Develop healthy and connected communities through sport and recreation 
activities and facilities 
4.12.4  Deliver sport and recreation facilities and infrastructure projects for the 
community as funding is approved, including engagement with key stakeholders. 

Supporting Documentation: 
1⇩   Feasibility Plans D20/10509 
  

Report authorised by: 
Manager - Economic & Community Development 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer/Director - Development, Facilities & Environmental 
Services 
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OFFICER REPORT 

Meeting: General  12 February 2020 Date: 23 January 2020 

Item Number: L.2 File Number: D20/5975 
 

SUBJECT HEADING: Booringa Community Farm 

Classification: Open Access    

Officer’s Title: Manager - Economic & Community Development 

 

Executive Summary:   
 
Booringa Action Group (BAG) and its partners have developed a project concept 
entitled “Booringa Community Farm” which is proposed to be located on Council 
owned land adjacent the Sewerage Treatment works at Mitchell. 
 
The project has been under development for a considerable time and financial 
support to carry out phases 1 & 2 is about to be released to Gungarri Native Title 
Aboriginal Corporation (GNTAC) from Government. BAG is currently negotiating a 
contract to deliver the project with GNTAC.   
 
BAG has only "in principle" support from Council for the project, and no formal 
permission to use Council land, and therefore cannot commit to the project until 
arrangements that are more firm are in place. BAG seeks more formal approval to 
deliver the project as described on Council land.  
 
Officer’s Recommendation:   

1. That Council endorse the plans of Booringa Action Group to develop the 
Mitchell Community Farm and 

2. Council agree “in principle” to a “nominal lease” of the property in favour of 
BAG for the duration of the project such terms are to be negotiated to mutual 
benefit of both Council and BAG in accordance with the contents of this 
report, and at the discretion of the Chief Executive Officer Maranoa Regional 
Council, and 

3. The Chief Executive Officer, Maranoa Regional Council, is authorised by 
Council to sign off on the lease. 

 

Individuals or Organisations to which the report applies: 
Are there any individuals or organisations who stand to gain a benefit, or suffer a loss, (either 
directly or indirectly) depending on the outcome of consideration of this matter? 
(Note: This is to assist Councillors in identifying if they have a Material Personal Interest or Conflict of Interest in the agenda 
item - i.e. whether they should participate in the discussion and decision-making). 

 

 The Community of Mitchell 

 Booringa Action Group 

 Gungarri Native Title Aboriginal Corporation 

 Nalingu Aboriginal Corporation 

 RAPAD Employment Services Queensland 
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NOTE:  Council’s Water Sewerage Gas team currently use the land to distribute 
sludge according to the attached map entitled “Mitchell Sewerage Treatment Plant - 
WSG current use”. WSG team use the subject area for dumping of sludge from the 
treatment settling ponds (about every 9 to 10 years).  There is land around the 
periphery of the site, which could be employed as an alternative, however it is 
currently lightly vegetated and would need to be cleared.  To maintain the integrity of 
Council’s operations on site, the sewerage treatment works would also need to be 
fenced off. The cost of this might be passed on to the project as a condition of the 
lease.  
 
Conditions which Council might wish to consider in negotiating the lease might be: 
 

 the WSG operations, ponds and any other infrastructure on the site, may need 
to be fenced off and the project have no access to this area.  Sewerage ponds 
are a restricted area from a Work Place Health and Safety and public health 
point of view. 

 The project seems to include stock grazing as well as farming (in the past 
growing of crops for stock consumption was only ever allowed on this site).  
We give no assurance that water from the ponds is suitable for farming and 
watering stock?   

 Is the water suitable for watering cattle that would be for human consumption 
(in the past Council has only ever given approval to graze horses due to 
concerns about meat contamination).   

 Is the water suitable for watering food for human consumption? The group 
must satisfy themselves that the quality of the water is suitable for their 
planned activities. 

 Council gives no guarantee that there will be sufficient quantity of water to 
undertake the project or to sustain the project long term as in the past during 
hot, dry times these ponds sometimes dry up. 

 Condition that $20,000,000 public liability and product liability insurance be 
held specifically for this project. 

 Council grants access to use of the water from a specific pond or ponds (we 
may wish to specify which pond/s).  Group is responsible for piping this water 
including all necessary pumps, pipework and irrigation systems. 

 A map clearly delineating the area approved for use, taking into account WSG 
operational requirements, location of ponds and sludge dumping areas. 

Acronyms: 
Are there any industry abbreviations that will be used in the report? 
Note:  This is important as particular professions or industries often use shortened terminology where they refer to the matter on 
a regular basis.   However, for individuals not within the profession or industry it can significantly impact the readability of the 
report if these aren’t explained at the start of the report). 

 

Acronym Description 

BAG Booringa Action Group 

GNTAC Gunggari Native Title Aboriginal Corporation  

Nalingu Aboriginal 
Corporation 

NAC 

RAPAD Remote Area Planning and Development Board 

BCF Booringa Community Farm 
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WSG Water Sewerage Gas team Maranoa Regional Council 

Context: 
Why is the matter coming before Council? 

 
BAG cannot assume Council support for its project, which is proposed on Council 
controlled land; accordingly, it seeks Council’s endorsement of its plans and 
willingness to negotiate for a permanent tenure over the land. 

Background: 
Has anything already happened in relation to this matter? 
(Succinct overview of the relevant facts, without interpretation) 

 
Council has provided “in principle “support through Resolution No. GM/10.2018/114 
 
That Council: 

1. Give its in-principle support to the proposed project to use waste water 
for irrigation at a location known as the sewerage farm at Mitchell. 

2. Notify the current user of the land in question of the proposal.  
 
Initial funding for Stages 1 & 2 appears to be in secured and project plan is in order.   
 

Legislation, Local Laws, State Policies & Other Regulatory Requirements: 
What does the legislation and other statutory instruments include about the matter under 
consideration?( Include an extract of the relevant section’s wording of the legislation – please do not just quote the section 

number as that is of no assistance to Councillors) 

Section 236(b) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 provides Council with the 
power to grant leases without competition to community organisations. The Act 
defines a community organisation as an entity that is non-profit or otherwise exists for 
a public purpose, and  

the land is disposed of to a person whose restored enjoyment of the land is 
consistent with Aboriginal tradition or Island custom 

Excerpt from regulation: 

Section 236 

“Exceptions for valuable non-current asset contracts” 

(1) Subject to subsections (2) to (4), a local government may dispose of a valuable 
non-current asset other than by tender or auction if— 

(a) the valuable non-current asset— 

(i) was previously offered for sale by tender or auction but was not sold; and 

(ii) is sold for more than the highest tender or auction bid that was received; or 

(b) the valuable non-current asset is disposed of to— 
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(i) a government agency; or 

(ii) a community organisation; or 

(c) for the disposal of land or an interest in land— 

(i) the land will not be rateable land after the disposal; or 

(ii) the land is disposed of to a person whose restored enjoyment of the land is 
consistent with Aboriginal tradition or Island custom; 

Council Policies or Asset Management Plans:  
Does Council have a policy, plan or approach ordinarily followed for this type of decision? 
What are relevant sections of the policy or plan? 
(Quote/insert the relevant section’s wording / description within the report) 

 
The use of Council assets in supporting Economic and Community Development is 
consistent with its policies and plans.   The land in question is on a reserve and 
accordingly is not included in the asset register of Council. 

Input into the Report & Recommendation:  
Have others’ views or input been sourced in developing the report and recommendation to 
Council? (i.e. other than the report author?) What did each say? (Please include consultation with the 

funding body, any dates of critical importance or updates or approvals required) 

 
The sewerage treatment works at Mitchell is correctly identified as Lot 120DL412 
situated on a reserve (sewerage treatment and farm) under trust to Council.  It 
adjoins the Aboriginal reserve “The Yumba” to the east, and to the west a “Camping 
and Water Reserve” also in trust to Council which separates the Lot 120DL412 from 
the Maranoa river, south and east of Mitchell.  It has a total area of 39.7831 ha 
 
The lot was previously farmed by BAG with permission from Booringa Shire Council, 
and grew Lucerne for haymaking from 2000 to 2004.  Drip feed irrigation is installed 
on site, albeit some of it has been damaged when cultivation occurred under 
Booringa Shire administration.   
 
In 2010, Roma Regional Council considered a similar development on the site to that 
which is proposed, to grow Native Plants for Mine site reclamation.   This was 
subsequently found to be not financially viable due to the cost of water treatment to 
the required standard. 
 
Description of Proposed Project 
 
The proposed project aims to establish the Booringa Community Farm (BCF) on land 
currently not being used for economic purposes. It also seeks to demonstrate 
sustainable water use techniques and to improve the current infrastructure within the 
Mitchell sewerage system. The project will make use of recycled water to initially 
grow fodder and other cash crops. It also complements a proposed Food Ladder² 
project at the Yumba and will provide water for the Yumba’ s native plant nursery and 
bush tucker trail. 
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BCF is conceived as a social enterprise focused on improving community wellbeing 
through training, jobs creation and local business opportunities, and caring for 
Country through careful land management. The proposed joint venture draws on four 
years of successful partnerships between the participating organisations. 
 
BCF aims to promote a unique sense of place and belonging while creating a cash 
flow that will allow the enterprise to auspice, grow and develop further community-led 
ventures to respond to the unique and changing needs of the Mitchell community. 

Funding Bodies:  
Is the project externally funded (or proposed to be)? If so, are there any implications in relation 
to the funding agreement or grant application. (Please do not just include names) 

 
 

Initial Stage 1&2 funding is being provided to GNTAC, however funding past these 
stages, it is uncertain although there is a significant amount of financial assistance 
available to successful indigenous based and social enterprises. 

This Financial Year’s Budget: 
Will the matter under consideration impact how much Council collects in income or how much 
it will spend? How much ($)? Is this already included in the budget? (Include the account 
number and description). 
If the matter under consideration has not been included in the budget, where can the funds be 
transferred from? (Include the account number and description) What will not be done as a result? 

 
There are no financial implications for Council this financial year. 

Future Years’ Budgets:  
Will there need to be a change in future years’ budgets to cater for a change in income or 
increased expenditure as a result of Council’s decision? How much ($)? (e.g. estimate of additional 

maintenance or operating costs for a new or upgraded project) 

 
It is likely that some legal costs could be associated with the preparation of a lease, 
however that is not quantifiable at this time.  It is recommended that this should be 
considered during budget 2021-22 preparations. 

Impact on Other Individuals or Interested Parties:  
Is there anyone who is likely to be particularly interested in or impacted by the decision, or 
affected by the recommendation if adopted? What would be their key interests or concerns?  
(Interested Parties Analysis - IS9001:2015) 

 
Maranoa Regional Council Water, Sewerage Gas team have expressed their need to 
have unfettered access to the site and treatment plant for maintenance and other 
reasons. They also need sufficient space to be able to relocate sludge from the 
sewerage treatment ponds on site, in order to uphold environmental management 
practices. 

There is land around the periphery of the site, suitable for this purpose, which could 
be employed as an alternative, however it is currently lightly vegetated and would 
need to be cleared.  To maintain the integrity of Council’s operations on site, the 
sewerage treatment works would also need to be fenced off. The cost of this might 
be passed on to the project as a condition of the lease.  

Risks: 
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What could go wrong if Council makes a decision on this matter? (What is the likelihood of it 
happening and the consequence if it does) (List each identified risk in a table) 

 

  Risk Description of likelihood & consequences 

Financial Likely and Moderate – Council may be asked to either 
partner and or contribute financial and in-kind assistance 
in the future.  

Advice to Council: 
What do you think Council should do, based on your skills, qualifications and experience, your 
knowledge of this and related matters, and the facts contained in the report? 
(A summary of what the employee thinks Council needs to hear, not what they think individual Councillors want to hear – i.e. 
employees must provide sound and impartial advice – the employee’s professional opinion) 

 
This initiative is entirely consistent with Council’s objectives to grow our community, 
specifically adding to the career options for younger people in the community.  It will 
provide local jobs and training places and together with its partners may attract a high 
level of support from State and Federal agencies.  
 
In negotiating the lease, Council Officers should ensure the efficient and unhindered 
management of Council assets on sight, and isolate itself from potential liability 
associated with the proposed land use.  

Recommendation:  
What is the ‘draft decision’ based on the advice to Council? 
Does the recommendation suggest a decision contrary to an existing Council policy? If so, for 
what reason?  
(Note: recommendations if adopted by Council become a legal decision of government and therefore must be clear and succinct 
about the action required by employees (unambiguous)). 
 

Council is advise to support this project within its capacity. 
 
Does this recommendation suggest a decision contrary to an existing Council policy? 
If so, for what reason? 
 

No  
 

Link to Corporate Plan: 
Corporate Plan 2018-2023  
Strategic Priority 4: Growing our region 
4.2  Encourage additional investment in the Maranoa, developing our local economy 
and increasing our region’s population 
4.2.7  Continue to develop Council’s key assets for multi community benefits, i.e. 
Roma Saleyards, Airport, sporting facilities (e.g. Bassett Park) and industrial sites, 
leveraging facilities, land or resources. 

Supporting Documentation: 
1⇩   Booringa Community Farm - Project Concept Statement D20/5956 
2⇩   Booringa Community Farm - At a glance D20/5958 
3⇩   Gunggari - Services Agreement - Booringa - GNTAC - 

BAGI (002) (1) 
D20/6845 

4⇩   Letter of Support - BAG - In-principle Support of 
proposed use of waste water for irrigation in Mitchell - 9 

D19/398 
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January 2019 
5⇩   Mitchell Sewerage Treatment Plant - WSG current use D20/7460 
6⇩   DNRME - Current Reserve Search - Lot 120 on DL412 - 

RES 69-21 - R154 - Title Reference 49015579 
D20/6990 

  

Report authorised by: 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer/Director - Development, Facilities & Environmental 
Services 
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    Mayor 
Maranoa Regional Council  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeff Watson 
Secretary 
Booringa Action Group 
 

Via E-mail: booringaactiongroup@gmail.com 

 
To Whom It May Concern 
 

In-principle support of proposed use of waste water for irrigation in Mitchell 
 
As Mayor of Maranoa Regional Council, I am pleased to provide a letter of in-principle 
support to accompany the Booringa Action Group’s Concept Plan to develop the sewerage 
farm in Mitchell into a working irrigation plant to benefit the community. 
 
The proposal was discussed at Council’s General Meeting held 24 October 2018. The 

outcome from the meeting was that Council resolved as follows:  

 
Resolution No. GM/10.2018/114 
 
That Council: 
 

1. Give its in-principle support to the proposed project to use waste water for 
irrigation at a location known as the sewerage farm at Mitchell. 
 

2. Notify the current user of the land in question of the proposal. 
 

 
The proposal and Concept plan is being developed in collaboration with the Gunggari Native 
Title Aboriginal Corporation, the Nalingu Aboriginal Corporation and RAPAD Employment 
Services Queensland. 
 
I encourage you to view the accompanying proposal favourably. 
 
If you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me on 0428 717 566 or 
email tyson.golder@maranoa.qld.gov.au. 
 
Yours faithfully  
 

 

Cr Tyson Golder 

Mayor 
Maranoa Regional Council 

booringaactiongroup@gmail.com
mailto:tyson.golder@maranoa.qld.gov.au
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INFORMATION REPORT 

Meeting: General  12 February 2020 Date: 6 February 2020 

Item Number: L.3 File Number: D20/9737 
 

SUBJECT HEADING: Scope of works for environmental monitoring - 
Alex Parade Area  

Classification: Open Access    

Officer’s Title: Lead Town Planner 

 

Executive Summary:  Council officers have obtained quotes from independent third 
party experts to conduct environmental monitoring in the Alex Parade area. 
 
 
Officers Recommendation: That Council receive and note the Officer’s report as 
presented. 

Background: Council resolved at its General Meeting held on 24 January, 2020 to 
scope out a works schedule and costing for an independent third party expert to 
conduct environmental monitoring in the Alex Parade area (resolution number 
GM/01.2020/88). The resolution follows a petition received by Council about alleged 
environmental nuisance (fumes, dust and noise) being caused to residents in the 
Alex Parade area as a result of industrial activities at Spencer Street South.  
 
Body of Report: Details and a summary of the fee proposals that have been 
received to date will be circulated for consideration under separate cover. 
 

Link to Corporate Plan: 
Corporate Plan 2018-2023  
Strategic Priority 4: Growing our region 
4.2  Encourage additional investment in the Maranoa, developing our local economy 
and increasing our region’s population 
4.2.3  Create an environment that is conducive to growth through progressive 
integration of Council’s Planning Scheme, Economic & Community Development 
Plan and Business & Industry Strategy. 

Supporting Documentation: 
Nil 

Report authorised by: 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer/Director - Development, Facilities & Environmental 
Services 
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OFFICER REPORT 

Meeting: General  12 February 2020 Date: 7 February 2020 

Item Number: L.4 File Number: D20/9988 
 

SUBJECT HEADING: Internal review - Wallumbilla Anzac Day expenses 

Classification: Open Access    

Officer’s Title: Deputy Chief Executive Officer/Director - 
Development, Facilities & Environmental Services 

 

Executive Summary:   
 
Wallumbilla Town Improvement Group entered into discussions with Council in 2019 
regarding Anzac Day sponsorship arrangements to cover catering costs for the day.  
The arrangements were not clearly understood, and as a consequence the WTIG 
committed themselves to more than Council had advised that they would provide. 
 
WTIG have requested of Council to make up the shortfall as they are certain that 
Council Officers lead them to believe that the sponsorship funds would be to their 
understanding. 
 
The matter had been discussed with Officers of both parties to no formal conclusion, 
and consequently the matter has been escalated to second, internal review in 
accordance with our customer service engagement policy.  
 
 
Officer’s Recommendation:   

1. That Council agree to an ex-gratia payment of $360.00 in favour of 
Wallumbilla Town Improvement Group, to cover the additional costs of Anzac 
day 2019. 

2. Expense to be assigned to GL 02887.2246.2001 In-kind assistance (minor) 
Materials and services 

 

 

Individuals or Organisations to which the report applies: 
Are there any individuals or organisations who stand to gain a benefit, or suffer a loss, (either 
directly or indirectly) depending on the outcome of consideration of this matter? 
(Note: This is to assist Councillors in identifying if they have a Material Personal Interest or Conflict of Interest in the agenda 
item - i.e. whether they should participate in the discussion and decision making). 

 
Wallumbilla Town Improvement Group 
 

Acronyms: 
Are there any industry abbreviations that will be used in the report? 
Note:  This is important as particular professions or industries often use shortened terminology where they refer to the matter on 
a regular basis.   However, for individuals not within the profession or industry it can significantly impact the readability of the 
report if these aren’t explained at the start of the report). 
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Acronym Description 

WTIG Wallumbilla Town Improvement Group 

Heritage Group Wallumbilla Heritage Group 

P&C Wallumbilla State School Parents and Citizens Association 

  

Context: 
Why is the matter coming before Council? 

 
This matter has been subject to an internal review and was closed off by the 
Manager Economic and Community Development has now been re-opened at the 
request of WTIG and consequently is escalated to Director level for resolution. 

Background: 
Has anything already happened in relation to this matter? 
(Succinct overview of the relevant facts, without interpretation) 

 
11 March – email received from Megan Dickson, with itemised questions. Also 
advising they had 2 community groups (Heritage and P&C) providing catering for the 
event. Please explain process for their payment? The P&C will have a quote for this. 
(See D20/10073 attached) 
 
11 March - email sent to Megan Dickson, providing responses to questions listed, 
and advising that we would need a quote from each group initially to ensure it fits 
within budget (see D20/10073 attached to this report). 
 
4 April – email received from Megan Dickson, advising Wallumbilla P&C were 
organising their quote for Anzac Day catering, and the quote would come from Kristie 
York Treasurer.  
 
5 April – quote received from Kristie York for $500 for Anzac Day celebrations (sic) in 
Wallumbilla. Cc Megan Dickson  
 
5 April – email sent to Kristie York approving quote. Cc Megan Dickson. 
 
15 April – email with quote for $360 for breakfast received from Kristie York from 
Wallumbilla Heritage Association. 
 
15 April – email sent in response to quote, noting that a quote had already been 
received for morning tea. Advised that we do not have budget for much more, as 
Anzac Day budget has to cover the whole region. Asked for call to discuss. (See 
D20/10073 attached) 
 
18 April – email received from Megan Dickson, on behalf of the Heritage. Expressed 
disappointment, and acknowledged it was a miscommunication/misunderstanding 
between both parties. Stated ‘it appears that WTIG will now have to cover this cost, 
as we have asked them to do it for us’. (See D20/10073 attached) 
 
Post 18 April – recollection that a phone call was had with Megan, where the aspect 
of WTIG covering the cost was further discussed. It was understood from this phone 
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call that, as stated in the email, that the WTIG would cover the cost. (See D20/10073 
attached)  NOTE: it is noted that on further reading, that WTIG did not actually say 
“they would pay the cost”, merely stating that “it was left with them to cover it”. 
 
On 18 July, the Mayor asked for an internal review for Megan Dickson on behalf of 
the Wallumbilla Town Improvement Group – “Internal review of the decision not to 
fund Anzac day breakfast in Wallumbilla in light of noting that they do not have a 
local LDO that would normally support such an event.” 
 
22/7/2019 - Malinda Moreton advised Manager through through CRM system, that 
we had unresolved matters. Malinda was attempting to contact Megan Dickson. 
 
31/07/2019 – Malinda Moreton advised that she had been unable to contact Megan 
Dickson 
 
2/8/2019 Manager emails Megan Dickson. See D20/10124 
 
8/8/2019 Manager receives return call, heard version of events and offered 
explanation as to why this had occurred. Offered advice as to how to avoid in future. 
See record of CRM updated - D20/10103. 
 
It was agreed that for 2020 Anzac Day, the new Yuleba/Wallumbilla LDO would 
advise WTIG of the budget, who would receive payment from Council directly, and 
then could disburse to community groups as they agreed with caterers. It was 
understood from feedback from Megan that the matter was resolved, and the CR was 
closed out by Manager. 
 
On 11 December 2019, a request for a second internal review was received from the 
Wallumbilla Improvement Group, to review a decision not to fund Anzac Day 
breakfast at Wallumbilla. It is not known what has prompted the matter to be 
resurrected after four months. 
 
In hindsight, it was not clearly understood that there were 2 events (breakfast AND 
morning tea) where there was an expectation Council would pay for catering for both. 
This may have been the case in previous years (during 2014-2018 the Anzac Day 
budget had increased across the region to provide for WW1 commemorative 
occasions) and there may have been an expectation that this would be ongoing. The 
2019 Anzac Day budget was $4,500 for the region, which covers printing 
costs of booklets, insertion of Public Notices for road closures in Western Star for the 
5 towns, allocation of funds for catering in all towns, and in 2019 an additional $880 
for the hire of the Shot Foxes for the Roma RSL. The cost for 2019 Anzac Day was 
$4,898. 

Legislation, Local Laws, State Policies & Other Regulatory Requirements: 
What does the legislation and other statutory instruments include about the matter under 
consideration?( Include an extract of the relevant section’s wording of the legislation – please do not just quote the section 

number as that is of no assistance to Councillors) 

 
Nil 
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Council Policies or Asset Management Plans:  
Does Council have a policy, plan or approach ordinarily followed for this type of decision? 
What are relevant sections of the policy or plan? 
(Quote/insert the relevant section’s wording / description within the report) 

 
Nil 

Input into the Report & Recommendation:  
Have others’ views or input been sourced in developing the report and recommendation to 
Council? (i.e. other than the report author?) What did each say? (Please include consultation with the 

funding body, any dates of critical importance or updates or approvals required) 

 

 Wallumbilla Town Improvement Group who are advocating on behalf of the 
community in accordance with the above information. Megan Dickson 

 Susan Sands former Local Development and Grants Coordinator 

 Malinda Moreton former LDO Wallumbilla/Yuleba 

Funding Bodies:  
Is the project externally funded (or proposed to be)? If so, are there any implications in relation 
to the funding agreement or grant application. (Please do not just include names) 

 
Nil 

This Financial Year’s Budget: 
Will the matter under consideration impact how much Council collects in income or how much 
it will spend? How much ($)? Is this already included in the budget? (Include the account 
number and description). 
If the matter under consideration has not been included in the budget, where can the funds be 
transferred from? (Include the account number and description) What will not be done as a result? 

 
An amount of $360.00 which could be made available through the In-kind assistance 
(minor) GL 02887.2246.2001 Materials and services budget, which has available 
$5,000.00 

Future Years’ Budgets:  
Will there need to be a change in future years’ budgets to cater for a change in income or 
increased expenditure as a result of Council’s decision? How much ($)? (e.g. estimate of additional 

maintenance or operating costs for a new or upgraded project) 

 
Nil 

Impact on Other Individuals or Interested Parties:  
Is there anyone who is likely to be particularly interested in or impacted by the decision, or 
affected by the recommendation if adopted? What would be their key interests or concerns?  
(Interested Parties Analysis - IS9001:2015) 

 
Nil 

Risks: 
What could go wrong if Council makes a decision on this matter? (What is the likelihood of it 
happening and the consequence if it does) (List each identified risk in a table) 

 

  Risk Description of likelihood & consequences 

Nil Nil 
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Advice to Council: 
What do you think Council should do, based on your skills, qualifications and experience, your 
knowledge of this and related matters, and the facts contained in the report? 
(A summary of what the employee thinks Council needs to hear, not what they think individual Councillors want to hear – i.e. 
employees must provide sound and impartial advice – the employee’s professional opinion) 

 
It is clear that both parties (Council Officers and WTIG) did not have the same 
understand of the sponsorship arrangements, and therefore there is no clear 
evidence to suggest that either is wrong in this matter. Given the amount of money 
involved it might be an offer of good faith that Council accede to the request for 
payment, on the condition that arrangements for 2020 Anzac Day are agreed and 
acknowledged by both parties prior to the event.    

Recommendation:  
What is the ‘draft decision’ based on the advice to Council? 
Does the recommendation suggest a decision contrary to an existing Council policy? If so, for 
what reason?  
(Note: recommendations if adopted by Council become a legal decision of government and therefore must be clear and succinct 
about the action required by employees (unambiguous)). 
 

Does this recommendation suggest a decision contrary to an existing Council policy? 
If so, for what reason? 
 

No  
 

Link to Corporate Plan: 
Corporate Plan 2018-2023  
Strategic Priority 5: Managing our operations well 
5.1 Continue to improve everything we do 
5.1.6  Take corrective action to learn from our experiences. 

Supporting Documentation: 
1⇩   Emails Megan Dickson - Wallumbilla Anzac Day D20/10073 
2⇩   E-mail to WTIG from E. Sims _ Anzac Day sponsorship - 

Internal review 
D20/10124 

3⇩   WTIG - Anzac Day CRM updates D20/10103 
  

Report authorised by: 
Chief Executive Officer 
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OFFICER REPORT 

Meeting: General  12 February 2020 Date: 10 February 2020 

Item Number: L.5 File Number: D20/10179 
 

SUBJECT HEADING: Application to Arts Queensland for Regional Arts 
Development Fund (RADF) Program in 2020/21 

Classification: Open Access    

Officer’s Title: Support Officer - Economic & Community 
Development 

 
 

Executive Summary:   
Queensland Councils are invited to apply to Arts Queensland for funding for the 
2020/21 Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) Program.  It is recommended that 
Maranoa Regional Council submit an application, and allocate the required funding 
contribution of $12,857 in the 2021/20 budget. 
 

Officer’s Recommendation:   
That Council: 

1. Apply to Arts Queensland for $30,000 under the Regional Arts Development 
Fund (RADF) program for 2020/21. 

2. Provide the required contribution of $12,857 from Council’s 2020/21 budget 
allocations. 

3. Allocate $15,000 for “Council RADF Strategic Initiatives” in the budget aspect 
of the application.  

 
 

Individuals or Organisations to which the report applies: 
Are there any individuals or organisations who stand to gain a benefit, or suffer a loss, (either 
directly or indirectly) depending on the outcome of consideration of this matter? 
(Note: This is to assist Councillors in identifying if they have a Material Personal Interest or Conflict of Interest in the agenda 
item - i.e. whether they should participate in the discussion and decision making). 

 
N/A. 

Acronyms: 
Are there any industry abbreviations that will be used in the report? 
Note:  This is important as particular professions or industries often use shortened terminology where they refer to the matter on 
a regular basis.   However, for individuals not within the profession or industry it can significantly impact the readability of the 
report if these aren’t explained at the start of the report). 

 

Acronym Description 

RADF Regional Arts Development Fund  

Context: 
Why is the matter coming before Council? 
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Queensland Councils are invited to apply to Arts Queensland for funding under the 
Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) in 2020/21. Applications are due on 2 April 
2020 for activities commencing after 1 September 2020. 
 

RADF promotes the role and value of arts, culture and heritage as key drivers of 
diverse and inclusive communities and strong regions, and investing in local arts and 
cultural priorities, as determined by local communities, across Queensland.  

 

Funding allocations are based on population.  As a Tier 2 (population between 5,001 
and 25,000) Maranoa Regional Council is eligible to apply for up to $30,000 from Arts 
Queensland with a ratio of 70:30 contribution from Council. 
 
Request from Arts Qld:            $30,000 
Required contribution from Council:      $12,857 
Total available for RADF projects in 2020/21:     $42,857 
 

Background: 
Has anything already happened in relation to this matter? 
(Succinct overview of the relevant facts, without interpretation) 

Council has most commonly disbursed all funds in recent financial years. 

Legislation, Local Laws, State Policies & Other Regulatory Requirements: 
What does the legislation and other statutory instruments include about the matter under 
consideration?( Include an extract of the relevant section’s wording of the legislation – please do not just quote the section 

number as that is of no assistance to Councillors) 

 
N/A 

Council Policies or Asset Management Plans:  
Does Council have a policy, plan or approach ordinarily followed for this type of decision? 
What are relevant sections of the policy or plan? 
(Quote/insert the relevant section’s wording / description within the report) 

 
Council has consistently applied for this funding over the past several years. 
 
The RADF program is referenced in Council’s Economic and Community Plan for the 
Maranoa:  
5. Educators, businesses, agencies, Council and communities collaborate to 
provide creative spaces and creative activity support  
Objectives:  
5.1 Continue to enlist agency support for arts and culture (including RADF, State 
Library, Museums and Galleries Queensland, Qld Museum, Flying Arts, ArTour)  
 

Input into the Report & Recommendation:  
Have others’ views or input been sourced in developing the report and recommendation to 
Council? (i.e. other than the report author?) What did each say? (Please include consultation with the 

funding body, any dates of critical importance or updates or approvals required) 

 
RADF Guidelines. 
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Annika Ward – Partnerships Manager, Arts Queensland – provided information and 
details on application process. 
RADF Committee – recommended application. 

Funding Bodies:  
Is the project externally funded (or proposed to be)? If so, are there any implications in relation 
to the funding agreement or grant application. (Please do not just include names) 

 
RADF is delivered as a partnership between the Queensland Government through 
Arts Queensland and eligible local councils across the state.   
 

This Financial Year’s Budget: 
Will the matter under consideration impact how much Council collects in income or how much 
it will spend? How much ($)? Is this already included in the budget? (Include the account 
number and description). 
If the matter under consideration has not been included in the budget, where can the funds be 
transferred from? (Include the account number and description) What will not be done as a result? 

 
There is no anticipated implication for this year’s budget.   

Future Years’ Budgets:  
Will there need to be a change in future years’ budgets to cater for a change in income or 
increased expenditure as a result of Council’s decision? How much ($)? (e.g. estimate of additional 

maintenance or operating costs for a new or upgraded project) 

 
An allocation of $12,857 will need to be allocated in the 2020/21 budget to ensure an 
allocation from Arts Queensland. 

Impact on Other Individuals or Interested Parties:  
Is there anyone who is likely to be particularly interested in or impacted by the decision, or 
affected by the recommendation if adopted? What would be their key interests or concerns?  
(Interested Parties Analysis - IS9001:2015) 

 
Arts and culture groups in the Maranoa – no particular parties would be impacted. 

Risks: 
What could go wrong if Council makes a decision on this matter? (What is the likelihood of it 
happening and the consequence if it does) (List each identified risk in a table) 

 

  Risk Description of likelihood & consequences 

A contribution of 
$12,857 is required 
from Council to 
ensure an allocation 
from Arts 
Queensland.   

Failure to provide the required funds in the 2020/21 
budget will place the RADF program at risk. 
 

Advice to Council: 
What do you think Council should do, based on your skills, qualifications and experience, your 
knowledge of this and related matters, and the facts contained in the report? 
(A summary of what the employee thinks Council needs to hear, not what they think individual Councillors want to hear – i.e. 
employees must provide sound and impartial advice – the employee’s professional opinion) 
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At the time of writing, and based on previous years’ experience, it is expected that 
Council will successfully disburse all the RADF funds for the 2019/20 allocation.   
This allocation period runs from November 2019 until September 2020.      

It is recommended that Council apply for the maximum available ($30,000) from Arts 
Queensland for the 2020/21 RADF program, and provide the required allocation of 
$12,857 in the 2020/21 budget. 

Recommendation:  
What is the ‘draft decision’ based on the advice to Council? 
Does the recommendation suggest a decision contrary to an existing Council policy? If so, for 
what reason?  
(Note: recommendations if adopted by Council become a legal decision of government and therefore must be clear and succinct 
about the action required by employees (unambiguous)). 
 

Does this recommendation suggest a decision contrary to an existing Council policy? 
If so, for what reason? 
 

That Council: 
1. Apply to Arts Queensland for $30,000 under the Regional Arts Development 

Fund (RADF) program in 2020/21. 
2. Provide the required contribution of $12,857 from Council’s 2020/21 budget 

allocations. 
3. Allocate $15,000 for Council Strategic Initiatives in the application budget.  

 
 

Link to Corporate Plan: 
Corporate Plan 2018-2023  
Strategic Priority 4: Growing our region 
4.11 Support development of our local communities through planning, programs and 
events  
4.11.1  Coordinate Council’s grant programs and other funding to community groups.  

Supporting Documentation: 
Nil.  

Report authorised by: 
Manager - Economic & Community Development 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer/Director - Development, Facilities & Environmental 
Services 
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OFFICER REPORT 

Meeting: General  12 February 2020 Date: 10 February 2020 

Item Number: L.6 File Number: D20/10364 
 

SUBJECT HEADING: Request for Support - The Lake Recreation 
Association Inc 

Classification: Open Access    

Officer’s Title: Customer Service Officer 

 

Executive Summary:   
This report presents a request received for a letter of support from the Mayor that is 
outside the scope of the Expenses Reimbursement Policy. 
 
 
Officer’s Recommendation:   
 
That Council endorses: 
 

1. The Mayor providing a letter of support to the requesting organisation to be 
used in conjunction with their grant applications. 

2. The signing of the ‘Company owner’s consent to making of a development 
application under the Planning Act 2016’ form by the appropriate Council 
delegate. 

 

 

Individuals or Organisations to which the report applies: 
Are there any individuals or organisations who stand to gain a benefit, or suffer a loss, (either 
directly or indirectly) depending on the outcome of consideration of this matter? 
(Note: This is to assist Councillors in identifying if they have a Material Personal Interest or Conflict of Interest in the agenda 
item - i.e. whether they should participate in the discussion and decision making). 

The Lake Recreation Association Inc, Roma 

Acronyms: 
Are there any industry abbreviations that will be used in the report? 
Note:  This is important as particular professions or industries often use shortened terminology where they refer to the matter on 
a regular basis.   However, for individuals not within the profession or industry it can significantly impact the readability of the 
report if these aren’t explained at the start of the report). 

 

Acronym Description 

DA Development Application 

Context: 
Why is the matter coming before Council? 
 

The Lake Recreation Association Inc Roma have requested for written support from 
the Mayor to obtain a permanent water supply, due to the on-going drought, they are 
having difficulties keeping Lake Neverfill full and the lake is currently unusable 
because of this. The Lake Recreation Association have been seeking advice as to 
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what alternative methods are available to fill the lake and keep it full to ensure it is 
useable for the community. The written support will also be used to apply for grants 
to develop the Lake grounds and surrounding Campbell’s Park Facility. They would 
like to obtain funding for the following: 
 

- Play equipment including shade sails 
- Safe swimming area away from boating 
- Small jetty’s off the main bank 
- Walking/Bike tracks connecting to the existing Adungadoo/Big Rig Pathway  
- Amenities Block 
- Access road and car park white gravel or sealed 

 
In order to obtain permanent water supply, The Lake Recreation Association Inc has 
to submit a Development Application to take / interfere with the artesian or sub-
artesian water supply. Maranoa Regional Council are the trustee for the land that 
Lake Neverfill resides on and the proposed development site, therefore a ‘Company 
owner’s consent to the making of a development application under the Planning Act 
2016’ requires a signature from the Director in order for The Lake Recreation 
Association to be able to apply for the DA. 
 
 As this request is outside the scope of the Expenses Reimbursement Policy, the 
request is presented to Council for consideration.  

Background: 
Has anything already happened in relation to this matter? 
(Succinct overview of the relevant facts, without interpretation) 

 
A copy of the two requests from the Secretary of The Lake Recreation Association 
Inc, Cherilyn Bickers and the ‘Company owner’s consent to the making of a 
development application under the Planning Act 2016’ form are attached to this 
report 
 

Legislation, Local Laws, State Policies & Other Regulatory Requirements: 
What does the legislation and other statutory instruments include about the matter under 
consideration?( Include an extract of the relevant section’s wording of the legislation – please do not just quote the section 

number as that is of no assistance to Councillors) 

 
N/A 

Council Policies or Asset Management Plans:  
Does Council have a policy, plan or approach ordinarily followed for this type of decision? 
What are relevant sections of the policy or plan? 
(Quote/insert the relevant section’s wording / description within the report) 

 
 
Expenses Reimbursement Policy, section 4.4.3: 
 

 letters of support for a community groups’ funding applications that 

increase the liveability of the region (e.g. may be signed by the Mayor or 

a relevant Councillor) provided that: 
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- the content is consistent with the role of a Councillor; 

- an individual Councillor is not speaking for or on behalf of Council; 

- the letter does not indicate or provide Council in-kind or financial support; 

- the signatory would not ordinarily have a conflict of interest in the matter 

(material personal interest or otherwise) if the matter came before 

Council. 

At the Council meeting 14 August 2019, Council resolved as follows: 

Resolution No. GM/08.2019/48 

That:  

1. Council amend the policy to allow the Mayor to provide letters of support 
for citizenship or residency, at the discretion of the Mayor, and to seek 
Councillors’ input if required. 
 

2. This approval is provided on the basis that the individual Councillor is 
not speaking on behalf of Council. 

The above amendments do not include this type of request for support.  

Input into the Report & Recommendation:  
Have others’ views or input been sourced in developing the report and recommendation to 
Council? (i.e. other than the report author?) What did each say? (Please include consultation with the 

funding body, any dates of critical importance or updates or approvals required) 

 
N/A 
 

Funding Bodies:  
Is the project externally funded (or proposed to be)? If so, are there any implications in relation 
to the funding agreement or grant application. (Please do not just include names) 

 
N/A 

This Financial Year’s Budget: 
Will the matter under consideration impact how much Council collects in income or how much 
it will spend? How much ($)? Is this already included in the budget? (Include the account 
number and description). 
If the matter under consideration has not been included in the budget, where can the funds be 
transferred from? (Include the account number and description) What will not be done as a result? 

 
N/A 
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Future Years’ Budgets:  
Will there need to be a change in future years’ budgets to cater for a change in income or 
increased expenditure as a result of Council’s decision? How much ($)? (e.g. estimate of additional 

maintenance or operating costs for a new or upgraded project) 

 
N/A 

Impact on Other Individuals or Interested Parties:  
Is there anyone who is likely to be particularly interested in or impacted by the decision, or 
affected by the recommendation if adopted? What would be their key interests or concerns?  
(Interested Parties Analysis - IS9001:2015) 

 
The Lake Recreation Association Inc, Roma 

Risks: 
What could go wrong if Council makes a decision on this matter? (What is the likelihood of it 
happening and the consequence if it does) (List each identified risk in a table) 

 

  Risk Description of likelihood & consequences 

N/A  

Advice to Council: 
What do you think Council should do, based on your skills, qualifications and experience, your 
knowledge of this and related matters, and the facts contained in the report? 
(A summary of what the employee thinks Council needs to hear, not what they think individual Councillors want to hear – i.e. 
employees must provide sound and impartial advice – the employee’s professional opinion) 

 
That Council consider the requests. 

Recommendation:  
What is the ‘draft decision’ based on the advice to Council? 
Does the recommendation suggest a decision contrary to an existing Council policy? If so, for 
what reason?  
(Note: recommendations if adopted by Council become a legal decision of government and therefore must be clear and succinct 
about the action required by employees (unambiguous)). 
 

Does this recommendation suggest a decision contrary to an existing Council policy? 
If so, for what reason? 
 

 
The request is outside the scope of section 4.4.3 of the Expenses Reimbursement 
Policy. 
 
 
 

Link to Corporate Plan: 
Corporate Plan 2018-2023  
Strategic Priority 4: Growing our region 
4.2  Encourage additional investment in the Maranoa, developing our local economy 
and increasing our region’s population 
4.2.1  In partnership with the community, commence implementation of the Maranoa 
Tourism strategy, with the key strategies including: - Attracting, Encouraging and 
Creating New Business - Supporting and Assisting Current Business - Attracting New 
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Residents and Visitors - Leveraging Existing Facilities, Land and Resources - 
Developing skills and entrepreneurship - Building Community Partnerships 

Supporting Documentation: 
1⇩   Email correspondence from The Lake Recreation 

Association Inc Roma - Request for Letter of support 
D20/10362 

2⇩   Written consent for Development Application - The Lake 
Recreation Association Inc 

D20/10884 

3⇩   Company owner's consent to the making of a 
development application under the Planning Act 2016 - 
DA for The Lake Recreation Association Inc 

D20/10925 

  

Report authorised by: 
Manager - Communication, Information & Administration Services 
Chief Executive Officer 



Attachment 1 Email correspondence from The Lake Recreation Association Inc Roma - Request for 
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OFFICER REPORT 

Meeting: General  12 February 2020 Date: 11 February 2020 

Item Number: L.7 File Number: D20/11171 
 

SUBJECT HEADING: Request for In-kind Assistance - Sponsorship - 
Buy from the Bush Qld 

Classification: Open Access    

Officer’s Title: Manager - Economic & Community Development 

 

Executive Summary:   
The “Buy from the Bush” campaign founder Kerri Brennan, has approached Council 
for support for her inland Queensland tour which is commencing 24 February and 
concluding 21 March 2020.  The event is aimed at teaching business owners 
(targeting women on the land) how to build and run an online business.  The events 
offer free admission.  
 
Local promotions organiser “Maranoa Events” (contact Rhondda Toms-Morgan) is 
hosting the visit of Buy from the Bush, and organising the events.  Council is 
requested to provide in-kind assistance for venue hire.   
 
At its General Meeting 31 January 2020, Council resolved to waive the security 
deposit and venue hire for the Earnest Brock Room and the Mitchell Hall for the 
“Buy from the Bush” business events on 26 & 27 February respectively, to the value 
of $1,350.   
 
Subsequent to this Buy from the Bush has approached Council again, in this 
instance for sponsorship in “cash” in order to host an event in Mitchell.  They have 
also approached Booringa Action Group who are considering a contribution of 
$1000.00.  
 
Officer’s Recommendation:   
 
That Council sponsor the “Buy from the Bush” event in Mitchell on 27 February with 
the amount of $2,210.00 to match the (potential / tbc) Mitchell community support of 
$1,000.00. 

 

Individuals or Organisations to which the report applies: 
Are there any individuals or organisations who stand to gain a benefit, or suffer a loss, (either 
directly or indirectly) depending on the outcome of consideration of this matter? 
(Note: This is to assist Councillors in identifying if they have a Material Personal Interest or Conflict of Interest in the agenda 
item - i.e. whether they should participate in the discussion and decision making). 

 

 Ag-Connect 

 Department of Agriculture forestry and Fishing 

 Southern Queensland Futures 

 Maranoa Events 
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Acronyms: 
Are there any industry abbreviations that will be used in the report? 
Note:  This is important as particular professions or industries often use shortened terminology where they refer to the matter on 
a regular basis.   However, for individuals not within the profession or industry it can significantly impact the readability of the 
report if these aren’t explained at the start of the report). 

 

Acronym Description 

Nil Nil 

Context: 
Why is the matter coming before Council? 

 
In-kind assistance must be approved by Council. 

Background: 
Has anything already happened in relation to this matter? 
(Succinct overview of the relevant facts, without interpretation) 

 
Maranoa Regional Council CEO was approached by the founder of the Buy from the 
Bush Campaign, Kerri Brennan on Wednesday 29 January and again on Thursday 
30 January requesting Council support for the proposed event.  The Tour will 
commence in Toowoomba (Kerri Brennan’s home town) on 24 February 2020, and 
over a month will visit most towns in Outback Queensland concluding back in 
Toowoomba 21 March 2020. 

Legislation, Local Laws, State Policies & Other Regulatory Requirements: 
What does the legislation and other statutory instruments include about the matter under 
consideration?( Include an extract of the relevant section’s wording of the legislation – please do not just quote the section 

number as that is of no assistance to Councillors) 

 
None 

Council Policies or Asset Management Plans:  
Does Council have a policy, plan or approach ordinarily followed for this type of decision? 
What are relevant sections of the policy or plan? 
(Quote/insert the relevant section’s wording / description within the report) 

 
None 

Input into the Report & Recommendation:  
Have others’ views or input been sourced in developing the report and recommendation to 
Council? (i.e. other than the report author?) What did each say? (Please include consultation with the 

funding body, any dates of critical importance or updates or approvals required) 

 
Buy from the Bush QLD began 18 months ago as the drought dried up farm finances. 
They help (mostly) women to create cash flow by selling products and services. Their 
aim is to promote bush businesses from QLD for FREE on their Facebook page and 
directory website, showcasing the amazing creativity of these small businesses.  
 
They also teach business owners how to build and run an online business by getting 
out on tour to drought-stricken areas regularly and running free workshops on how to 
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use social media. They make short videos of their products and work and give them a 
hand up in troubled times. 
 
They have more than 15,000 followers on their Facebook page “Buy from the Bush 
QLD”. In the month of December they reached 99,000 people and had 91,000 
LIKES, SHARES and COMMENTS. 
 
The organic growth of this Page would have cost hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
promotion but our customers are promoting the Page because they love what they 
see and share with their friends and family. And the businesses are reporting 
amazing growth and sales. 
Going on the road to run free “Share your Story” events costs money for fuel, 
accommodation and food for the team of four. Together they make videos of the 
products and the people and deliver hands-on training workshops in social media 
marketing and teaching people how to set up Facebook business pages, market their 
goods and services and receive online payment.  They set up these events 
everywhere from shire halls to shearing sheds. 
 
Local identity Rhondda Toms-Morgan from consulting firm AG-connect and local 
events organisers, Maranoa Events, is assisting the group to obtain financial 
assistance to conduct the events locally through government agencies like the 
Department of Agriculture Forestry and Fishing and catchment management group, 
Southern Queensland Landscapes.  We understand that this funding is close to 
being secured.   
 
Council has been approached to offset any costs by providing venues for either two 
events in Roma 26 & 27 February, or alternatively one in either Roma on 26 February 
or Mitchell on 27 February.  This is to be confirmed when funding is announced. 
 
Anticipating that the event will secure sponsorship, the author has booked the 
Earnest Brock Room in Roma and the Mitchell hall on the days mentioned. 
 
NOTE… At its General Meeting 31 January 2020, Council resolved to waive the 
security deposit and venue hire for the Earnest Brock Room and the Mitchell Hall for 
the “Buy from the Bush” business events on 26 & 27 February respectively, to the 
value of $1,350.   
 
Subsequent to this Buy from the Bush has approached Council again, in this instance 
for sponsorship in “cash” in order to host an event in Mitchell.  They have also 
approached Booringa Action Group who are considering a contribution. 

Funding Bodies:  
Is the project externally funded (or proposed to be)? If so, are there any implications in relation 
to the funding agreement or grant application. (Please do not just include names) 

 
Department of Agriculture Forestry and Fishing 
Southern Queensland Futures 
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This Financial Year’s Budget: 
Will the matter under consideration impact how much Council collects in income or how much 
it will spend? How much ($)? Is this already included in the budget? (Include the account 
number and description). 
If the matter under consideration has not been included in the budget, where can the funds be 
transferred from? (Include the account number and description) What will not be done as a result? 

 
The maximum exposure to Council will be $1350.00 worst case and probably 
$900.00, dependent of final schedule. 
 
The In-kind assistance minor budget WO. 02887.2246.2001 Materials and Services 
has $5,000.00 of a possible $5,000.00 remaining.  

Future Years’ Budgets:  
Will there need to be a change in future years’ budgets to cater for a change in income or 
increased expenditure as a result of Council’s decision? How much ($)? (e.g. estimate of additional 

maintenance or operating costs for a new or upgraded project) 

 
Nil 

Impact on Other Individuals or Interested Parties:  
Is there anyone who is likely to be particularly interested in or impacted by the decision, or 
affected by the recommendation if adopted? What would be their key interests or concerns?  
(Interested Parties Analysis - IS9001:2015) 

 
I can foresee no adverse impacts on anyone or any organisation as a consequence 
of this decision. 

Risks: 
What could go wrong if Council makes a decision on this matter? (What is the likelihood of it 
happening and the consequence if it does) (List each identified risk in a table) 

 

  Risk Description of likelihood & consequences 

Financial assistance  It is possible that Council may be asked to financially 
support this event if their funding is not forthcoming. 

Advice to Council: 
What do you think Council should do, based on your skills, qualifications and experience, your 
knowledge of this and related matters, and the facts contained in the report? 
(A summary of what the employee thinks Council needs to hear, not what they think individual Councillors want to hear – i.e. 
employees must provide sound and impartial advice – the employee’s professional opinion) 

 
Council should make the venues mentioned available a no cost to the event 
organisers, and charge the cost to its Minor In-kind budget.  

Recommendation:  
What is the ‘draft decision’ based on the advice to Council? 
Does the recommendation suggest a decision contrary to an existing Council policy? If so, for 
what reason?  
(Note: recommendations if adopted by Council become a legal decision of government and therefore must be clear and succinct 
about the action required by employees (unambiguous)). 
 

Does this recommendation suggest a decision contrary to an existing Council policy? 
If so, for what reason? 
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That Council supports the Mitchell with cash sponsorship support to the amount of 
$2,210.00 to match the potential (tbc) Mitchell Community contribution of $1,000.00. 
 

Link to Corporate Plan: 
Corporate Plan 2018-2023  
Strategic Priority 4: Growing our region 
4.11 Support development of our local communities through planning, programs and 
events 
4.11.4  Deliver a range of annual, biennial and one-off budgeted Council events in 
partnership with local community groups (where applicable). 

Supporting Documentation: 
1⇩   Buy from the Bush - Letter of Interest D20/7444 
2⇩   Buy from the Bush - Sponsorship Invitation D20/7445 
3⇩   Buy from the Bush - The Great Outback Tour 2020 D20/7446 
4⇩   Buy from the Bush tour - NEW Roma Budget D20/7447 
  

Report authorised by: 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer/Director - Development, Facilities & Environmental 
Services 
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