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OFFICER REPORT 

Meeting: General  10 May 2017 Date: 9 May 2017 

Item Number: L.1 File Number: D17/35001 
 

SUBJECT HEADING: Booringa Action Group - Tourism Proposal to 
Maranoa Regional Council 

Classification: Open Access    

Officer’s Title: Manager - Economic & Community Development 

 
 

Executive Summary:   
Booringa Action Group of Mitchell has sought Council’s endorsement of key actions 
associated with BAG’s Tourism Development plan for Mitchell.  While Council 
conducts its due diligence on the bulk of the proposal, it is happy to endorse one of 
the actions namely: 
 

 Restore and maintain the River Walk from the Great Artesian Spa to 
Fisherman’s rest, and  

 Applauds the initiative of BAG in establishing a regular Bus Service from the 
Neil Turner Weir and Major Mitchell Caravan Park (MMCP) to and from the 
business centre and the Great Artesian Spa. 

 
This report seeks Council’s resolution of endorsement. 
 
 

Officer’s Recommendation:   
 

1. That Council provides its approval to Booringa Action Group to restore and 
maintain the River Walk from the Great Artesian Spa to Fisherman’s rest as 
detailed in its proposal to Council of 31 January 2017, and  

2. Council applauds the initiative of BAG in establishing a regular Bus Service 
from the Neil Turner Weir and Major Mitchell Caravan Park (MMCP) to and 
from the business centre and the Great Artesian Spa. 

3. Council will investigate the other aspects of the proposal with a view of 
assisting BAG and the Mitchell community to achieving its goals, and report 
back to BAG by 30 June.  

 

Body of Report: 
Booringa Action Group (BAG) has written to Council seeking support for a number of 
local Tourism related initiatives which are aimed at improving the economic benefits 
of the Tourism Industry to the town of Mitchell and district.  The group makes the 
comment that the Tourism industry in Mitchell has great potential and BAG want to 
lead their community to realise it.  The proposal which is attached to this report 
details specific actions which BAG wish to take using their own funds and a volunteer 
workforce.  BAG requests Council’s endorsement and practical support for the 
proposal specifically actions as detailed in the proposal: 
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1. Increase the area available to campers along the river bank 
2. Restore and maintain the River Walk from the Great Artesian Spa to 

Fisherman’s rest. 
3. Establish a regular Bus Service from the Neil Turner Weir an d MMCP to and 

from the business centre and the Spa. 
4. Develop additional Tourism product to enhance the visitor experience and 

provide additional business opportunities. 
 
Council will need to investigate the longer term implications for some of the actions 
that have the potential to impact on Council’s operations into the future, however 
there are two specific actions which Council has no hesitation in cooperating with 
immediately, namely; 
 

 Restore and maintain the River Walk from the Great Artesian Spa to 
Fisherman’s rest. 

 Establish a regular Bus Service from the Neil Turner Weir and Major Mitchell 
Caravan Park (MMCP) to and from the business centre and the Great Artesian 
Spa. 

Consultation (internal/external): 

 Manager, Roads, Drainage & Parks - Evan Woods 

 Coordinator Parks and Gardens - Konrad Crawford 

 Councillor’s workshop 9 May 2017 

 Booringa Action Group 

Risk Assessment (Legal, Financial, Political etc.): 
There are no unforeseen legal, financial, or political risks associated with this 
resolution. 

Policy Implications: 
Nil 

Financial Resource Implications: 
Nil 
 

Link to Corporate Plan: 
Corporate Plan 2014-2019  
Strategic Priority 7: Vibrant Communities, Beautiful Towns 
7.5 Tourism 
7.5.4 Partnerships and marketing 

Supporting Documentation: 
1⇩   Booringa Action Group - Tourism Proposal to MRC D17/32611 
2⇩   Booringa Action Group - Tourism Proposal Request D17/32516 
  

Report authorised by: 
Director - Development, Facilities & Environmental Services 
Chief Executive Officer 
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