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OFFICER REPORT
Meeting: General 14 October 2015

Date: 8 October 2015

Item Number: L.1

File Number: D15/82237

SUBJECT HEADING:

Request to Minister for Local Government and
Planning to allow public notification of the draft
Planning Scheme to commence

Classification:

Open Access

Name of Applicant:

N/A

Location:

N/A

Author & Officer’s Title:

Danielle Pearn, Manager - Planning & Building
Development

Executive Summary:
A revision of the draft Maranoa Planning Scheme has been completed in
consultation with Council and the responsible State department, the Department of
Local Government and Infrastructure Planning (DILGP).
The region currently regulates development through the implementation of five
separate planning schemes. A single planning scheme will provide significant
advantages for the administration of planning services for the region, offering
increased consistency and clarity.
This report seeks Council approval to refer the draft planning scheme to the Minister
for Local Government and Planning requesting a State interest review and the
Minister’s permission to proceed to with public notification of the document.
Officer’s Recommendation:
That Council approve the submission of the draft Maranoa Planning Scheme and
associated Communication Strategy to the Minister for Local Government and
Planning requesting a State interest review and approval to commence public
notification of the planning scheme.

Body of Report:
Description of the new Maranoa Planning Scheme
The draft Maranoa Planning Scheme is intended to:
a) Produce a single planning scheme for the region. Planning in the region is
currently administered by the five planning schemes of the previous local
governments that amalgamated to form Maranoa Regional Council.
b) More closely align with the current requirements of Queensland’s planning
system, including recognition of the Darling Downs Regional Plan, the State
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Planning Policy, and its associated overlays and mapping which are now
available on the DLGIP’s website;
c) Recognise the Roma levee bank and adopted flood mapping, and provide
guidance for development within and surrounding areas susceptible to
flooding;
d) Provide use codes and development codes, which recognise common
development types in the region and provide guidance for prospective
developers. This includes a Home based business code which broadens the
acceptable range of home based businesses while also providing clear limits
to home business uses;
e) Guide the development of the area immediately surrounding the Roma Airport
by including an Airport precinct; and
f) Lower the level of assessment generally where possible across all uses,
especially where uses are clearly appropriate for the applicable zone.
State interest process
Once Council approves the submission of the planning scheme to the Minister for
Local Government and Planning for State interest review, the South-west region
branch of DLGIP will forward the scheme to all interested departments within the
State for comment. These will include the Department’s of Environment and Heritage
Protection, Natural Resources and Mines, and Transport and Main Roads. DLGIP
will also check the scheme for internal consistency, and for consistency with the
current planning philosophies within State Development. The draft planning scheme
has recently been submitted to the South-west region branch for a comprehensive
review, and all matters that were raised by the Department, have been addressed in
the current draft.
Timing
It is necessary to conduct public notification for a minimum period of 30 business
days. On completion of the public notification, submissions must be considered and
any amendments to the document made prior to requesting the Minister’s
endorsement to adopt the planning scheme. With Council elections anticipated to
occur early in the New Year, it is necessary to progress with the recommended
actions to facilitate adoption of the planning scheme prior to the caretaker period.
Summary
The submitted draft is the product of much work and consideration by many people,
and has throughout the process been subject to significant delays as a result of
changes in legislation and planning instruments. It is possible that a new planning
act may even be passed before this draft scheme is adopted. Within this everchanging environment the instruction from the DLGIP to local Councils, has been to
continue with the production of new planning schemes, and so this has been done as
requested. Advice from the DLGIP has been continually sought in order to ensure
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that the structure of the scheme aligns with new legislation and the general planning
policy direction of the State. All advice provided by the DLGIP to date, has been
integrated into the current draft, and so it is expected that the progress of the scheme
though the State processes will be expedited as a result. It is recommended that the
current draft now be submitted to the Minister to conduct a State interest review and
grant permission to proceed with public notification.
Note:
Further to the print copies of the draft planning scheme presented at the Councillor
workshop on 8 September 2015, key changes will be presented and provided in print
format at the Councillor workshop on the 13 October 2015. The complete document
will be uploaded on the Council website and available for public viewing upon
commencement of the public notification period.
Consultation (internal/external):
Department of Local Government and Infrastructure Planning (external)
Lou Scarpato (external planning consultant)
Councillors (internal)
MRC (internal departments)
Risk Assessment (Legal, Financial, Political etc.):
The adoption of a single planning scheme in accordance with State legislation and
requirements is expected to lower the risk of misinterpretations of planning
requirements and generally improve planning outcomes.
Policy Implications:
The adoption of the Maranoa Planning Scheme will have wide ranging policy
implications including both the process of planning administration and the
encouragement of economic development within the region. The certainty provided
by the document, which demonstrates the desire for effective and timely development
will provide guidance for developers and simplify planning processes.
Financial Resource Implications:
Council has allocated funds to complete the planning scheme within the 2015/16
financial year. Costs incurred in the year to date are within budget. The actions
recommended in this report are within the scope of the original budget
considerations.
Link to Corporate Plan:
Corporate Plan 2014-2019
Strategic Priority 7: Vibrant Communities, Beautiful Towns
7.1 Town Planning
7.1.1 Planning scheme
Supporting Documentation:
1
Proposed Consultation Strategy

D15/82975

Report authorised by:
Robert Hayward, Director - Development, Facilities & Environmental Services
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1.0 Purpose of the Communication Strategy
This document provides details of the Communication Strategy proposed to be implemented
by Maranoa Regional Council during the public consultation period associated with the draft
Maranoa Planning Scheme.
In accordance with Part 4.1(d)(ii) of Statutory Guideline 04/14: Making and amending local
planning instruments (MALPI), after preparing a proposed planning scheme and upon
request to the Minister for a State interest review and permission to proceed to public
consultation, the local government must give to the Minister:
“where a proposed planning scheme, or major amendment to a planning scheme,
proposes a significant change to the existing planning scheme provisions, and those
changes affect a substantial numbers of properties, a written statement about the
communication strategy the local government intends to implement with a view to
drawing the attention of the community, or the affected part of the community, to the
purpose and general effect of the proposed changes, and, if it only relates to part of
the local government area, the location to which it applies”.
2.0 Draft Maranoa Planning Scheme
The draft Maranoa Planning Scheme promotes prosperity and encourages economic
development, whilst protecting the natural environment and enhancing the liveability of the
region. The planning scheme has been developed in accordance with the current
requirements of Queensland’s planning system and recognises the Darling Downs Regional
Plan, the State Planning Policy, and its associated overlays and mapping. A single planning
scheme for the Maranoa region will provide significant advantages for the administration of
planning services, offering increased consistency and clarity.
The key outcomes of the planning scheme will be achieved by:
 promoting appropriate levels of assessment to protect and enhance community wellbeing and ensure economic activity and investment is appropriately facilitated;
 ensuring the intent of the Strategic framework is reflected throughout the subordinate
scheme components;
 presenting an all encompassing yet succinct and user friendly planning framework
that is aligned with the themes of the State Planning Policy, and can be easily
transitioned to the new levels of assessment proposed in the new Planning Act;
 providing a planning instrument that caters for the fluctuating development demands
and manages the social impacts associated with resource industry activities within
and surrounding the region;
 integrating Use codes and Development codes for common and high impact
activities, which clearly communicate the opportunities available, desired
development outcomes and guidance for achieving these;
 integrating Local area plans that recognise the economic and social benefits to be
gained by the region, through support for increased development densities and uses
that complement the core functions of the Roma Airport and Roma Central Business
District;
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 retaining and enhancing character and identity of the region and its individual
communities; and
 protecting and enhancing environmental and heritage values.
3.0 Key actions of the Communication Strategy
The following communication activities are proposed to be undertaken as part of Council’s
Communication Strategy:


notification of the draft planning scheme and the opportunity to lodge a submission in
the local newspaper (Western Star);



provision of detailed information on Council’s website with a link allowing submissions to
be made online;



media release published in local electronic and print media including the Western Star,
Bottle Tree Bulletin, Council News (printed and distributed to all households in the
region monthly), Council website and Council’s Facebook page;



notification of the draft planning scheme and the opportunity to lodge a submission on
the weekly Mayoral 4zr radio segment;



targeted mail out to property owners affected by proposed zone changes;



placement of print copies of the draft planning scheme for public perusal in each of
Council’s public offices and town libraries;



community information sessions conducted in Council’s regional offices, with a schedule
of these events published in local media and on Council’s website;



factsheets containing Frequently Asked Questions made available on Council’s website
and in print form at each of Council’s public offices, libraries and community information
sessions;



provision of in-house training to Council staff (Customer Service staff and Local
Development) responsible for fielding initial customer enquiries; and



if timing permits, coordination with public consultation associated with Council’s
Economic Development Strategy (currently under review).

4.0 Public consultation period and planning scheme adoption
The public consultation period will be conducted for a minimum period of 30 business days.
Council will subsequently consider any submissions received,1` and make amendments if
necessary, prior to requesting the Minister’s endorsement to adopt the planning scheme.
With local government elections anticipated to occur early in the new year, Council it is
committed to progressing the draft planning scheme in accordance with the provisions of
Statutory Guideline 04/14 to facilitate its adoption prior to the forthcoming caretaker period.
Extensive consultation has taken place with the DLGIP South West Region branch
throughout the drafting process to ensure consistency with the underpinning State planning
framework, enabling an expedited state interest review to occur.
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5.0 Key outcomes of the Communication Strategy
The Communication Strategy seeks to achieve the following outcomes:


residents, ratepayers, community groups and developers are aware that the draft
Maranoa Planning Scheme is subject to consultation and these groups understand how
and when to make a submission;



the draft planning scheme is readily available to interested persons through targeted
information sessions, undertaken by staff of the Maranoa Regional Council with the
support of the Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning;



the community has adequate opportunity to provide input through widespread
communication and, where appropriate, targeted consultation activities; and



the Council and community have confidence that the planning instrument achieves its
desired strategic intent.
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OFFICER REPORT
Meeting: General 14 October 2015

Date: 12 October 2015

Item Number: L.2

File Number: D15/83250

SUBJECT HEADING:

Review of Decision - Bassett Park Air-conditioning

Classification:

Open Access

Name of Applicant:
Location:
Author & Officer’s Title:

Tanya Mansfield, Manager - Facilities (Land,
Buildings & Structures)

Executive Summary:
The Roma Turf Club has requested Council reconsider the level of financial
assistance offered towards the installation of evaporative air-conditioning in the
Member’s Bar at Bassett Park, Roma.
Council is asked to consider this request.
Officer’s Recommendation:
That Council:1. Contribute 50% of the cost of purchasing and installing evaporative airconditioning to the upstairs bar at Bassett Park (to a maximum cost of
$15,000 including GST);
2. Allocate funds from WO 14099.2328.2001 being Bassett Park Maintenance
Budget.
Body of Report:
At its General Meeting held on 23 September 2015, Council considered a request for
financial and in-kind support from the Roma Turf Club. A copy of the resolution is
included below for Councillor’s information.
Resolution No. GM/09.2015/73
That Council approve the following support package for the 2015 Roma Cup,
valued at $5,166 (GST Inc.):
 Fee waiver for associated dump fees, up to the value of $1,500;
 Fee waiver for supply of water, up to the value of $396;
 Hire of two digital message boards for a four day period, valued at $770;
and
 Contribution of $2,500 towards the purchase and installation costs to air
condition the ‘Members’ Bar’ at Bassett Park.
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After the meeting, email correspondence (attached) was received from Secretary
Jackie Erickson. M/s Erickson advised that at this stage of the year, the Roma Turf
Club are unable to fund this project alone and that if Maranoa Regional Council are
prepared to assist the project they would appreciate notification as soon as possible
in order to complete any work before the Cup in November.
M/s Erickson has advised that the existing reverse cycle system in the bar is
operational and provides adequate heating. However the system cannot provide
adequate cooling at large events at the venue.
The Roma Turf Club acquired two quotes to complete the work with both quotes
being around $30,000 including GST. Council staff are obtaining a third quote.
Funds could be allocated from the Bassett Park Maintenance Budget WO
14099.2328.2001. 100% funding - $28,100 ex GST, 50% funding - $14,050 ex GST,
25% funding - $7,025.
Council is asked to reconsider the request.
Consultation (internal/external):
Jackie Erickson, Secretary Roma Turf Club
Risk Assessment (Legal, Financial, Political etc.):
Risk
Policy Implications:
Nil.
Financial Resource Implications:
Funds could be allocated from the Bassett Park Maintenance Budget WO
14099.2328.2001. 100% funding - $28,100 ex GST, 50% funding - $14,050 ex GST,
25% funding - $7,025 ex GST.
Link to Corporate Plan:
Corporate Plan 2014-2019
Strategic Priority 7: Vibrant Communities, Beautiful Towns
7.3 Facilities
7.3.1 Facilities
Supporting Documentation:
1
Email trail - Roma Turf Club and Maranoa Regional
Council - Request to Review Decision

D15/83408

Report authorised by:
Robert Hayward, Director - Development, Facilities & Environmental Services
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Email trail - Roma Turf Club and Maranoa Regional Council - Request to Review Decision
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