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OFFICER REPORT 

Meeting: Ordinary  28 August 2025 Date: 30 July 2025 

Item Number: L.1 File Number: D25/75568 
 

SUBJECT HEADING: Monthly Financial Report as at 31 July 2025 

Classification: Open Access    

Officer’s Title: Chief Financial Officer 

 

Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this report is to present the monthly financial report to Council in 
accordance with section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 for the 
period ended 31 July 2025. 
 

Executive Summary: 
 

 
Council’s operating result for July 2025 year-to-date is a surplus of $20.14M. 
 

 
 
Comparing YTD Actuals to YTD Budget, the variance is a surplus of $14.96M.  
 
Notable variances are: 

 
• Rates income over budget: First half-year billed in late July, was budgeted 

for in August $28.7M 

• Grants income under budget: Financial Assistance Grants budgeted for in 
July, was received early last year ($13.63M) 
 
 

Capital Projects budgeted expenditure consumed is 3.9% 
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Financial Risks or issues, across operating and capital, requiring Council’s 
awareness are: 
 

• There are no significant issues at this time 
 
Our strategic outlook is favourable. We are on track to achieve budget. 
 
Detailed financial statements are included within the attached report. 
 

 
Officer’s Recommendation:   
That Council note the Monthly Financial Report for the period ended 31 July 2025. 

 

Individuals or Organisations to which the report applies: 
Maranoa Regional Council 

Acronyms: 
 

Acronym Description 

EOFY End of Financial Year 

FAGs Financial Assistance Grants 

FY Financial Year 

YTD Year To Date 

Context: 
To present the monthly financial report for the period ended 31 July 2025, in 
accordance with section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 

Background:  
This report presents the consolidated statement of income and expenditure for 
operating and capital budgets versus actuals for the period ended 31 July 2025. 

Legislation, Local Laws, State Policies & Other Regulatory Requirements: 

Local Government Regulation 2012 

204 Financial Report 

(1) The local government must prepare a financial report. 
 

(2) The chief executive officer must present the financial report - 
(a) If the local government meets less frequently than monthly - at each 
meeting of the local government; or 
(b) Otherwise - at a meeting of the local government once a month. 

 
(3) The financial report must state the progress that has been made in relation 
to the local government’s budget for the period of the financial year up to a day 
as near as practicable to the end of the month before the meeting is held. 
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Council Policies or Asset Management Plans:  
N/A 

Input into the Report & Recommendation:  
Lead Rates and Utility Billing Officer / System Administrator 
Program Funding and Budget Coordinator 
General Manager - Saleyards 
Manager Airports (Roma) & Regional Compliance  
Coordinator - Materials Production (Roma Quarry) 

Funding Bodies:  
Projects with external funding are required to be delivered in accordance with funding 
agreements. 

This Financial Year’s Budget: 
The purpose of this report is to present financial information on the progress that has 
been made in relation to Council’s budget for the period ended 31 July 2025. 

Future Years’ Budgets:  
This report is for information purposes. 

Impact on Other Individuals or Interested Parties:  
Is there anyone who is likely to be particularly interested in or impacted by the decision, or 
affected by the recommendation if adopted? What would be their key interests or concerns?  
(Interested Parties Analysis - IS9001:2015) 

 
Interested Parties – Maranoa residents, Department of State Development, 
Infrastructure, Local Government & Planning, Queensland Audit Office, Queensland 
Treasury Corporation. 

Risks: 

  Risk Description of likelihood & consequences 

Compliance with 
Local Government 
Regulation 2012 

The presentation of the financial report is in accordance 
with the Regulation. 

Advice to Council: 

The presentation of monthly financial statements is a legislative requirement. 

Recommendation:  
That the preliminary monthly financial report for the period ended 31 July 2025 be 
noted by Council. 
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Link to Corporate Plan: 
Corporate Plan 2023-2028  
Corporate Plan Pillar 4: Accountability 
4.5 Good governance framework 

Supporting Documentation: 
1⇩  Monthly Financial Report - FY26 JULY D25/86004 

  

Report authorised by: 
Chief Financial Officer 
Director - Corporate Services  
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OFFICER REPORT 

Meeting: Ordinary  28 August 2025 Date: 14 August 2025 

Item Number: L.2 File Number: D25/81814 
 

SUBJECT HEADING: Amendments to the Maranoa Nursing 
Advancement Bursary Framework 

Classification: Open Access    

Officer’s Title: Project and Administration Officer 

 

Executive Summary:   
This report is to seek Councils endorse the amendment to The Maranoa Nursing 
Advancement Bursary Framework.  
 

 
Officer’s Recommendation:   
That Council endorse the amendment the Maranoa Nursing Advancement 
Bursary Program framework document, with the following amendment: 
 

• Page 2 – Change ‘The selection panel chair will be a nurse’ to ‘the 
selection panel chair will be a councillor’. 

 

 

Context (Why is the matter coming before Council?): 

 
The council resolved to have the Maranoa Nursing Advancement Bursary Program 
Framework brought back for review. 
 
Resolution No. OM/07.2025/42 

That: 
 

1. Council endorse Mayor Taylor and Cr Brumpton to serve as members of the Selection 
Committee for the Maranoa Nursing Advancement Bursary Program 2025. 

 
2. The Maranoa Nursing Advancement Bursary Program Framework be brought back to an 

upcoming council meeting for review.  
 

Background (Including any previous Council decisions): 

At a previous Council meeting, Council resolved to launch and deliver the Maranoa 
Nursing Advancement Bursary Program for 2025–2026. During this meeting, Council 
adopted the framework document with Section 2.5: Selection Process remaining 
unchanged, as follows: 

• The selection panel chair will be a nurse 
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Resolution No. OM/05.2025/12 
That Council: 

1. Adopt the Maranoa Nursing Advancement Bursary Program framework document, 
including the following amendment: 

• Page 10 – Change ‘medical’ pathway to ‘nursing’ pathway. 

2. Launch and deliver the Maranoa Nursing Advancement Bursary Program for 2025–
2026. 

3. Form an assessment panel comprising two Councillors and two nursing professionals 
plus the HCE or delegate from the South West Health Service to decide the successful 
candidates. 

4. Be provided with the recommended nominees for endorsement. 

At the ordinary meeting held 24 July 2025, Council endorsed the two Councillors for 
the assessment panel. 

Councillors raised that within the framework it states that the selection panel chair will 
be a nurse. Councilors expressed concern, noting that as the program is Council-run 
with the support of South West Health Services, the chair of the assessment panel 
should instead be a Councillor to reflect Council's leadership role in the program. 

 
This report is to seek Councils endorse the amendment to The Maranoa Nursing 
Advancement Bursary Framework. The proposed amendment to Section 2.5: 
Selection Process (Point 2) is as follows: 

• Current Wording: 
"The selection panel chair will be a nurse." 

• Proposed Wording: 
"The selection panel chair will be a Councillor." 

Options Considered: 

N/A 

Recommendation:  
 

That Council endorse the amendment the Maranoa Nursing Advancement Bursary 
Program framework document, with the following amendment: 
 

• Page 2 – Change ‘The selection panel chair will be a nurse’ to ‘the selection 
panel chair will be a councillor’. 

Risks: 
 

 

  Risk Description of likelihood & consequences 

n/a n/a 
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Policy and Legislative Compliance: 
  
The Maranoa Nursing Advancement Bursary program framework (D25/29784) 

Budget / Funding (Current and future):  
 
No budget will be affected by this resolution 

Timelines / Deadlines:  
 
ASAP 

Consultation (Internal / External):  
 
CEO of Maranoa Regional Council  
Manager Economic and Community Development  
 

Strategic Asset Management Implications:  
(If applicable, outline changes to whole of life costs and / or level of service) 
 

n/a 

Acronyms: 
 

Acronym Description 

<Insert Acronym> <Provide details> 

 
Addition to Operational or Corporate Plan: 
 

Plan Description Yes / No 

Operational No 

Corporate No 

 

Link to Corporate Plan: 
Corporate Plan 2023-2028  
Strategic Priority 4: Growing our region 
4.1 Work with our communities to identify priorities, and provide leadership and 
advocacy to grow our region 

Supporting Documentation: 
1⇩  Maranoa Nursing Advancement Bursary Program Policy 

FINAL 
D25/29784 
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Report authorised by: 
Manager - Regional Economic & Community Development 
Chief Executive Officer  
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PLANNING & BUILDING DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

Meeting: Ordinary  28 August 2025 Date: 15 August 2025 

Item Number: L.3 File Number: D25/82291 
 

SUBJECT HEADING: Development Application - Material Change of 
Use "Outdoor Sport and Recreation" (Swim 
School) - 6 Tate Place, Roma (Ref:2025/21479) 

Classification: Open Access    

Officer’s Title: Planning Officer 

 

Executive Summary:  
Kirby Johnstone, owner and operator of Plush Babies Water Education has 
submitted a development application for a Material Change of Use for “Outdoor 
Sport and Recreation” (Swim School). The proposal is located at 6 Tate Place, 
Roma, properly described as Lot 31 on SP200047. The development application is 
subject to Impact Assessment and must be assessed against the assessment 
benchmarks (to the extent relevant) provided by Section 45 of the Planning Act 2016 
(‘Planning Act’) and any relevant matters prescribed by regulation.  
 
Public notification about the application was carried out in accordance with Part 4 
of the Development Assessment Rules (‘DA Rules’) and for a period of 15 Business 
Days. There were no submissions received during this period.  
 
The procedural requirements set out by the DA Rules to enable Council to make a 
decision on this application have been fulfilled. The development application is 
generally consistent with the assessment benchmarks provided by the Planning Act 
and the Maranoa Planning Scheme; and can be otherwise conditioned to achieve 
compliance.  
 

 
Officer’s Recommendation:   

 
1. The development application for a Material Change of Use- “Outdoor Sport 

and Recreation” (Swim School) located at 6 Tate Place, Roma, properly 
described as Lot 31 on SP200047, be approved subject to the listed 
conditions and general advice.  

 
Conditions of Approval 

 
Development details  
 

1. The approved development is a Material Change of Use – “Outdoor Sport 
and Recreation” (Swim School) as defined in the Planning Scheme and as 
shown on the approved plans. 
 

2. The approved development must not commence until a legally binding and 
enforceable land use agreement is entered into and maintained with the 
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registered owner of adjoining Lot 1 on RP203492. The agreement must 
permit the use of part of that lot for the provision of sufficient car parking 
spaces to accommodate the maximum number of clients and staff attending 
the approved use at any one time. The agreement must also provide for 
vehicular and pedestrian access to the car parking area from Currey Street. 
 
The land use agreement must remain in effect for the duration of the 
approved use. If the agreement is terminated or otherwise ceases to have 
effect, this development approval will lapse, and the use must cease 
immediately unless an alternative lawful arrangement is first approved in 
writing by Council. 
 

3. The maximum number of swim school participants visiting the premises at 
any one time is seven. 
 

4. No more than five employees not residing on the premises are to be involved 
in the operation of the business. 

 
Compliance inspection  
 

5. All conditions relating to the establishment of the approved development 
must be fulfilled prior to the commencement of use, unless noted in these 
conditions or otherwise permitted by Council.  

 
6. Prior to the commencement of use, the applicant shall contact Council to 

arrange a development compliance inspection. 
 
Approved plans and documents  
 

7. The approved development is to be carried out in accordance with the 
following approved plans/documents and subject to the approval conditions. 
Where there is any conflict between the approval conditions and the details 
shown on the approved plans, the approval conditions prevail.   

 

Plan/Document 
Number 

Plan/Document Name Date 

 Site Plan n.d 

 
Applicable standards  
 

8.  Any works associated with the development must comply with:  

(a) the development approval conditions;  

(b) any relevant provisions in the Planning Scheme and the Capricorn 
Municipal Development Guidelines;  

(c) any relevant Australian Standard that applies to that type of work; and  

(d) any alternative specifications that Council has agreed to in writing and 
which the developer must ensure do not conflict with any 
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requirements imposed by any applicable laws and standards. 
 
Avoiding nuisance 
 

9. No unreasonable nuisance is to be caused to adjoining properties and 
occupiers by way of noise, smoke, dust, rubbish, contaminant, stormwater 
discharge or siltation at any time.  

 
10. Lighting of the site, including any security lighting, shall be such that the 

lighting intensity does not exceed 8.0 lux at a distance of 1.5 metres from 
the site at any property boundary. 

 
11. All lighting shall be directed or shielded to ensure that no glare directly affects 

nearby properties. 
 

Note:  The Queensland Government Environmental Protection Act 1994 
includes controls for light nuisances.   

 
12. The area and its surrounds shall be kept in an orderly fashion, free of rubbish 

and clear of weeds and long grasses. The approved development and the 
premises are to be maintained in a clean and tidy condition and not to pose 
any health and safety risks to the community. 

 
Refuse storage and collection  
 

13. A sufficient number of waste storage containers must be provided on site at 
all times to service the use. The waste containers must be screened from 
view from the street and neighbouring properties and the waste regularly 
removed from the site to prevent unsightly accumulation of waste.  

 
Parking  

 
14. Prior to the commencement of the approved use, an Operational Works 

application must be submitted to and approved by Council for the 
construction of the car park and associated vehicular access on the adjoining 
Lot 1 on RP203492, to service the development. All Operational Works must 
be completed and made available for use prior to the commencement of the 
approved use. 

 
15. No on-street parking is permitted at the Tate Place frontage of the 

development site at any time. Signage is to be established on the 
development site boundary/s to this effect.   

 
Services 

 
16. The approved development is to be connected to Council’s reticulated water 

supply network in accordance with the Water Services Association of 
Australia (WSAA) publication and the CMDG Design Guidelines – D11 
‘Water Reticulation’, at no cost to Council.  
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17. The approved development is to be connected to Council’s reticulated 
sewerage disposal system in accordance with the Sewerage Code of 
Australia and the CMDG Design Guideline - D12 ‘Sewerage Reticulation’, at 
no cost to Council.  

 
18. The development must be connected to an electricity reticulation service in 

accordance with the relevant service provider’s requirements and 
specifications along with relevant building standards, requirements and 
specifications. 

 
Note: Any renewable energy systems integrated into the development are to 
contribute to the supply and use of electricity to and from the grid.  
 

19. Connection of the development to a telecommunication service must be 
undertaken in accordance with the relevant provider’s requirements and 
specifications along with relevant building standards, requirements and 
specifications. 
 

20. All services installation, including sewer, water, electricity and 
telecommunications connections to the respective networks, must comply 
with (i) the development approval conditions, (ii) any relevant provisions in 
the planning scheme for the area, (iii) Council’s standard designs for such 
work where such designs exist  (iv) the Capricorn Municipal Development 
Guidelines (CMDG) where it applies (v) any relevant Australian Standard 
that applies to that type of work and (vi) any alternative specifications that 
Council has agreed to in writing and which the developer must ensure do not 
conflict with any requirements imposed by any applicable laws and 
standards. 

 
21. Any conflicts associated with proposed and existing services shall be 

forwarded by the developer to the appropriate controlling authority for 
approval for any proposed changes. 
 

Fencing  
 

22. The existing 1.8-metre-high screen fence is to be retained along the full 
length of the side and rear boundaries of the site (excluding gated pedestrian 
access at the rear).  The fence must be maintained in good order and 
condition.   
 

Landscaping  
 

23. All landscaping areas on the site are to be maintained throughout the 
duration of the approved use.  Any dead and/or unhealthy plants are to be 
promptly removed and replaced.  

 
24. Site landscaping must not interfere with electrical infrastructure nor restrict 

maintenance access to any onsite infrastructure, public utility or easement.  
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Advertising signage 
 

25. A maximum of one advertising sign associated with the business is to be 
displayed on the premises. The sign must not exceed 0.5 m2 in size and 
must be at a height no greater than 1.5 m from ground level measured to the 
bottom of the sign. The sign is not to be illuminated or in motion. 
 

26. Any advertising signage associated with the approved use must be fully 
contained within the development site boundaries and must not encroach 
into adjoining properties or roads. 

 
Stormwater and drainage 
 

27. Stormwater must not be discharged to adjoining properties and must not 
pond on the property being developed, or adjoining properties as a result of 
the development operations. 

 
Operating hours 
 

28. Operating hours are restricted to 7:00am to 6:30pm Monday to Saturday. 
The development is not permitted to operate on Sundays or Public Holidays. 

 
No cost to Council 
 

29. Services and infrastructure required in connection with the establishment of 
the approved development must be provided at the developer’s cost.  

 
30. The developer is responsible for meeting all costs associated with the 

approved development unless there is specific agreement by other parties, 
including the Council, to meeting those costs.  

 
31. All rates and charges of any description and all arrears of such rates and 

charges, together with interest outstanding thereon, on the land, due to 
Council shall be paid prior to the commencement of use.  

 
Latest versions 

 
32. Where another condition refers to a specific published standard, manual or 

guideline, including specifications, drawings, provisions and criteria within 
those documents, that condition shall be deemed as referring to the latest 
versions of those publications that are publicly available at the time the first 
operational works or compliance approval is lodged with the assessment 
manager or approval agency for those types of works to be performed or 
approved, unless a regulation or law requires otherwise. 

 
Application documentation  
 

33. It is the developer’s responsibility to ensure that all entities associated with 
the Development Approval have a legible copy of the Decision Notice and 
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the Approved Plans and the Approved Documents bearing ‘Council 
Approval. 

 
General Advice 

 
(a) Refer to http://www.cmdg.com.au/ for the Capricorn Municipal Development 

Guidelines (CMDG). 
 

(b) Refer to http://www.maranoa.qld.gov.au/council-policies for Council Policies. 
 

(c) The relevant planning scheme for this development is Maranoa Planning 
Scheme 2017.  All references to the ‘Planning Scheme’ and ‘Planning 
Scheme Schedules’ within these conditions refer to the above Planning 
Scheme. 

 
Under the Planning Scheme –  

 
Outdoor Sport and Recreation means the use of premises for:  

 
a) a recreation or sporting activity that is carried on outdoors and requires 

areas of open space; or  
b) providing and selling food and drink, change room facilities or storage 

facilities, if the use is ancillary to the use in paragraph (a). 
 

(d) The landowner is responsible for maintaining a current Pool Safety 
Certificate in accordance with the Pool Safety Laws for the duration of the 
approved use.   

 
(e) The Environmental Protection Act 1994 states that a person must not carry 

out any activity that causes, or is likely to cause, environmental harm unless 
the person takes all reasonable and practicable measures to prevent or 
minimise the harm.  Environmental harm includes environmental 
nuisance.  In this regard, persons and entities involved in the operation of 
the approved development are to adhere to their ‘general environmental 
duty’ to minimise the risk of causing environmental harm to adjoining 
premises. 

 
(f) The land use rating category may change upon commencement of any new 

use on the approved lot(s). Council’s current Revenue Statement, which 
includes the minimum general rate levy for the approved use/s, can be 
viewed on the Council Website: www.maranoa.qld.gov.au. 

 
(g) All Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in Queensland is protected under the 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2003 and penalty provisions apply for any 
unauthorised harm.  Under the legislation a person carrying out an activity 
must take all reasonable and practicable measures to ensure the activity 
does not harm Aboriginal Cultural Heritage.  This applies whether or not such 
places are recorded in an official register and whether or not they are located 
in, on or under private land.  The developer is responsible for implementing 
reasonable and practical measures to ensure the Cultural Heritage Duty of 
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Care Guidelines are met and for obtaining any clearances required from the 
responsible entity. 

 
(h) It is the responsibility of the developer to obtain all necessary permits and 

submit all necessary plans and policies to the relevant authorities for the 
approved use. 
 

(i) In completing an assessment of the proposed development, Council has 
relied on the information submitted in support of the development application 
as true and correct.  Any change to the approved plans and documents may 
require a new or changed development approval.  It is recommended to 
contact Council for advice in the event of any potential change in 
circumstances. 

 
2. The development application fee for the related Operational Works application 
for the construction of a car park on adjoining Lot 1 RP20349 be waived. 
 

 

Context: 
 
The determination of the Impact Assessable Applications is generally made by Council 
Resolution.  

Background: 
 
Proposal 
 
The application is a Development Permit for a Material Change of Use – “Outdoor 
Sports & Recreation” (Swim School) at 6 Tate Place, Roma (Lot 31 SP200047). The 
proposed development aims to formalise the swim school as a small-scale outdoor 
sports & recreation facility due to the existing use expanding past the classification of 
a home-based business. The swim school will utilize the existing residential pool and 
associated structures established within Lot 31 SP200047. No structural changes are 
proposed to the existing residential premises. The proposed site plan is included below 
as Figure 1.  
 
Additionally, the proposal includes the use of a portion of the neighbouring lot to the 
rear of the site for client car parking – 119-125 Currey Street (Lot 1 RP20349).  The 
car parking area will be constructed in an undeveloped area at the south-west corner 
of the adjoining lot and will allow the existing use of the land for a place of worship 
(Roma Church of Christ) to continue.  The proposed car park is shown below in Figure 
2. 
 
While the construction of the car park is not included as part of this application, the 
location, general design and access from Currey Street have been considered.  The 
applicant has also obtained in-principle agreement from the Roma Church of Christ for 
the use of the land to service the swim school.   
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Subject to approval of the Material change of use at 6 Tate Place, the car park 
construction will be formalized in a subsequent application for Operational Works over 
the adjoining lot.   

Additional details about the proposal, including a full assessment of the application 
against the applicable assessment benchmarks prescribed, is provided in the 
Supporting Documents.  
 

 
 

 
Figure 1: Proposed Site Plan 
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Figure 2: Proposed Car Park 

Options Considered: 

N/A  

Recommendation:  

1. The application be approved for the reasons outlined below: 

The proposed development is generally consistent with the assessment 
benchmarks. Any potential impact can be appropriately managed by conditions 
of development and to achieve compliance to the greatest extent possible. Any 
residual inconsistency with the assessment benchmarks needs to be considered 
in light of the various relevant matters including: 

• The development preserves the primary residential function of the site and 
makes use of existing infrastructure, ensuring minimal change to the built 
form and the established character of the General Residential Zone. 
 

• The use is small-scale and low-impact, and the limited works associated with 
the proposal will not adversely affect the function or intent of the General 
Residential Zone. 
 

• The proposal delivers a beneficial community outcome by providing a valued 
recreational and educational service (swim school) to the local area. 
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• Car parking associated with the development will be located on an adjoining 
site that is lawfully used as a Place of Worship. The car park will serve a dual 
function, supporting both the existing and proposed non-residential uses. 
This arrangement avoids adverse impacts on the local residential streets of 
Lockyer Crescent and Tate Place, which are not through roads and have 
limited capacity to accommodate additional traffic. 

 
 

2. The application fee of $2120.00 for the related application for Operational 
Works be waived as the car parking requirements have already been 
assessed as part of the current application, consistent with what is typically 
considered at Material Change of Use stage. 

 

Risks: 
 

 

  Risk Description of likelihood & consequences 

See Below   

 
Potential risks associated with the proposal have been addressed in the development 
assessment. Other matters outside of this, which are not called up in the Planning Act 
2016, cannot be considered in decision making.  
 
As with any planning decision reached by Council, there is a risk that the applicant can 
appeal any aspect of the decision to the Planning and Environment Court (the Court). 
 
Note: The likelihood of an appeal by any party is not a valid planning consideration 
and must not be used to inform Council’s decision on any planning matter.  
 

Policy and Legislative Compliance: 
 
The proposal constitutes a Material Change of Use as defined in the Planning Act 2016 
as “the intensification of an existing use of the premises”.  

The proposed development is identified as a “Outdoor sport and recreation” in the 
Maranoa Planning Scheme 2017 (the ‘Planning Scheme’)  
 
Outdoor Sport and Recreation means the use of premises for:  
 

(a) a recreation or sporting activity that is carried on outdoors and requires areas 
of open space; or  

(b) providing and selling food and drink, change room facilities or storage 
facilities, if the use is ancillary to the use in paragraph (a). 

The development application is subject to Impact Assessment. An impact assessment 
is an assessment that must be carried out against the assessment benchmarks 
prescribed by the Planning Regulation 2017, in this case being; 
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• The Darling Downs Regional Plan; 

• The State Planning Policy;  

• The Maranoa Planning Scheme; and  

• The Maranoa Regional Council LGIP  

An impact assessment must also have regard to any other relevant matter, other than 
a person’s personal circumstances, financial or otherwise, including any properly made 
submissions about the application.  

In accordance with Section 60 of the Planning Act 2016, after carrying out its 
assessment Council must decide to:  

(a) approve all or part of the application; or 

(b) approve all or part of the application, but impose development conditions on the 
approval; or 

(c) refuse the application. 

A full assessment of the development application against the relevant assessment 
benchmarks is provided as an attachment to this report. 

Budget / Funding:  
 
N/A- The project is a private development that will be funded by an external party. The 
costs of fulfilling any development approval obligations, financial or otherwise, remain 
the sole responsibility of the applicant/landowner. There is potential for council to incur 
costs only in the event that its decision regarding the application is appealed to the 
Court.  

Timelines / Deadlines:  
 
Timelines  
Commencement of the use is to occur within 6 years of the issue of the development 
permit, otherwise the approval lapses.  
 
Deadlines 
The applicant submitted the Notice of Compliance for Public Notification on 19 
August 2025.  
 
In accordance with the Development Assessment Rules, Council’s Decision-Making 
Period ends on 7 October 2025. 
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Consultation:  
 
Public Notification 
 
The development application was publicly notified between 28 July 2025 and 18 
August 2025. The applicant published a notice in the Maranoa Today on 1 August 
2025, placed a notice on the frontage of the site on 29 July 2025 and notified the 
adjoining landowners on 28 July 2025. 
 
In accordance with the development assessment rules, the applicant has complied with 
the requirements for public notification.  
 
No submissions were made in relation to the development application.  

Acronyms: 
 

Acronym Description 

N/A  

 
 

Link to Corporate Plan: 
Corporate Plan 2023-2028  
Corporate Plan Pillar 2: Environment 
2.2 Sustainable urban & regional planning 

Supporting Documentation: 
1⇩  Planning Assessment Report D25/84789 

2⇩  Site Plan D25/53603 

3⇩  Car Park Design D25/84596 
  

Report authorised by: 
Manager - Regional Planning & Building Development 
Director - Regional Development, Environment & Planning  
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OFFICER REPORT 

Meeting: Ordinary  28 August 2025 Date: 19 August 2025 

Item Number: L.4 File Number: D25/82996 
 

SUBJECT HEADING: Surat Water Schedule  

Classification: Open Access    

Officer’s Title: Director - Warroo 

 

Executive Summary:   
 
As per Resolution No. OM/06.2025/06 this report provides a recommendation for 
the Surat Watering Schedule for Summer 2025/26. 
 
The watering schedule assists council to manage the Surat water allocation of 350 
ML per financial year under the river water extraction licence (51055N), regulated 
by the Department of Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water (RDMW). 

 
 
Officer’s Recommendation:   
 

1. Receive and note the report 
  
2. Adopt the following schedule for Summer 2025/26 

 
- (1 September – 31 March) • Wednesday, Friday and Sunday East may 

water (5am – 9am & 4pm – 8pm)  
- Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday West may water (5am – 9am & 4pm – 

8pm).  
 

3. Continue to provide the community with updates on water consumption 
levels throughout the year via static signage, print and online 
communications. 

 

 

Context (Why is the matter coming before Council?): 

 
 
As per Resolution No. OM/06.2025/06 on 12/6/25, this report is being brought back 
to council for a recommendation to set the new summer water schedule commencing 
1 September 2025. 
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Background (Including any previous Council decisions): 
 
In the financial year 2024/25 Surat Water Allocation reached a target of 350.7 
Megalitres. This was achieved primary through the reduction in the overall schedule 
with no watering on Monday’s removed from the schedule. 
 
Council officers forecast this has provided a 25 Megalitre saving on the allocation per 
year. In the past both east and west sections of town could utilize water on this day.  
 
The river water extraction licence (51055N) is regulated by the Department of 
Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water Department under the Water Act 
2000.  
 
Under Section 29(5) of this Act, exceedance of a water licence (350 ML) would leave 
Council liable for a penalty of up to five hundred penalty units ($77,500).  
 
Surat Bore Connection 
 
Please note the Surat bore is now connected to the Water Treatment Plant for 
emergency water usage. In 2024/25 Council funded the installation of a dedicated 
water main from the bore to reservoir.  
 
The dedicated line from the Surat bore to the water treatment plant and reservoir has 
been completed and can be turned on to fill the reservoirs in an emergency. There is 
also a line to fill the water tower from the bore in the event of an extreme flood event 
or other catastrophic main reservoir failure. 
 
Final engineering and dosing connections for the Surat bore to water treatment plant 
connection are due to be completed as part of the 2025/26 Capital Works Program. 
These connections will be incorporated into the $500,000 Capital Works Water 
Clarifier Upgrade Project (Phase 1). 
 
Subject to final regulatory approvals, it is anticipated that some of the bore water 
could be blended in the future to offset any increase in usage or for emergencies.  
 
The Surat Bore is currently undergoing forensic and scientific testing regime (water 
quality) at the moment prior to commissioning. Indications are that the bore exceeds 
QLD health limits for Flouride content. This will need to be addressed as part of the 
project and chemical analysis and mixing. 
 
The Surat bore allocation (625380) provides an additional 80 Megalitre allocation. 
The permit applies to ‘securing water supply for the township of Surat during periods 
of extreme drought. 
 
See a step-by-step process of the next phase of the project includes: 
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• The bore water/river water blending mechanism; 

• Bringing the modular clarifier on line (the modular clarifier has been at the 
site for a few years but has never worked properly, we know how to make it 
work and it will be needed for our main supply while we refurbish the main 
clarifier);  

• Replacing the chlorine dosing shed; 

• Installing a mixing system in the reservoir to reduce Trihalomethanes; 
• Seeking final quotes for the main clarifier restoration project (proposed for 26/27 

FY). 

Recommendation:  
 

 
1. Receive and note the report  
 
2. Adopt the following schedule for Summer 2025/26 

 
- (1 September – 31 March) • Wednesday, Friday and Sunday East may water 

(5am – 9am & 4pm – 8pm)  
- Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday West may water (5am – 9am & 4pm – 

8pm).  
 

3. Continue to provide the community with updates on water consumption levels 
throughout the year via signage and print and online communications. 

 

Risks: 
 

  Risk Description of likelihood & consequences 

Financial Exceeding the allocation may result in a fine of $77,400 
(ex GST). Council has engaged with the department to 
mitigate this. Further breaches may incur future fines. 

Reputational  Water allocation has been exceeded in the past.  

Infrastructure  Surat Bore has an allocation of 80 ML annually and can 
be used in circumstances where there is a likelihood in 
the future of council exceeding the water usage 
allocation. Further consultation with the council, 
community and stakeholders is recommended in relation 
to long-term bore operations. 

 

Policy and Legislative Compliance: 
 

• Local Government Act 2009 

• Council Corporate Plan 2023-28 

• Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act (Qld) 2008 (Section 41 Restricting 

Water Supply) 

• Water Act (Qld) 2000 – section 29 (5) – Penalties  
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Budget / Funding (Current and future):  
 

Timelines / Deadlines:  
 
Implemented 1 September 2025 

Consultation (Internal / External):  
 

• Director of Infrastructure  

• Manager Water Sewerage Gas 

• Overseer (Warroo) 

• Water Treatment Officer (Warroo) 

• Senior Water Officer - Water Management and Use | St George. Department 

of Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water 

• External Engineering Advice 

• Key Stakeholders and community members 

 

Strategic Asset Management Implications:  
(If applicable, outline changes to whole of life costs and / or level of service) 
 

N/A 

Acronyms: 
 

Acronym Description 

ML Megalitre 

FY Financial Year 

 
Addition to Operational or Corporate Plan: 
 

Plan Description Yes / No 

Operational Yes 

Corporate Yes 

 

Link to Corporate Plan: 
Corporate Plan 2023-2028  
Strategic Priority 1: Getting the basics right 
1.1 Supply water to our towns 

Supporting Documentation: 
Nil.  

Report authorised by: 
Chief Executive Officer  
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